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DATE: 27 October 2014 (updated 15 October 2015, 10 March 2018)
REPORT TO: File
SUBJECT: Watts: Legal Records of Fairfield and Kershaw Counties, South Carolina (Previously

Camden District and Craven County), Pre-1830

TASK: Research in the microfilmed records for these counties held by the Family History
Library, Salt Lake City.

ASSOCIATES: Principal families: Duke, Hornsbie, Rawls, Wade, Watts

Principal neighbors: Gibson, Hollis, King, Kirkland, Knighton, Lewis, Perry, Pickett, Pigg,
Tidwell, Winn, Woodward

BACKGROUND: John Watts (ca.1749—ca.1820-22) and his son-in-law Moses Hornsbie appear on the
1790 census of Fairfield District, South Carolina, taken between August 1790 and Fall
1791.

By February 1792, John had moved his family to Washington County, Ga., where he and
son Thomas applied for headright land. The location of the tracts given to them would
subsequently fall into Montgomery (1793) and Tattnall (1801) counties. In Montgomery
County, John served as a justice ca. 1793-99.

About 1809-10, John relocated in Telfair County, Ga., where he first appears on record
as a minister in 1811. In 1816 he led his family to Covington County, Mississippi. There
John died after the 1820 census but before the 1823 tax roll.

No known document names a wife for John Watts. After his death, one “Judith Watts”
appeared on the next two tax rolls and is presumed to be his widow. Any conclusion
that Judith was the mother of his many children is called into question by the fact that
his deeds of sale in Montgomery and Tattnall Counties, Georgia, did not have a wife’s
participation'—and by the fact that his children produced eleven daughters of their
own (1795—1808) before one was given the name Judith.?

Earlier researchers have presented John Watts as?

e a Revolutionary soldier from North Carolina—accepted by DAR as Ancestor no.
122826. (Neither John nor Judith applied for a pension.)

1 Elizabeth Shown Mills, “Zilphy (Watts) Price Cooksey Cooksey,” National Genealogical Society Quarterly 102 (June 2014):
129-52. For the Georgia law mandating the wife’s participation in a sale of real estate by the husband, see Robert & George
Watkins, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Georgia ... to the Year 1798, Inclusive ... (Philadelphia: R. Aitken, Printer, 1800),
529, 619; and Clayton, Compilation of the Laws of the State of Georgia, 63—64.

2 For the identity of 62 of John Watts’s grandchildren and their birth dates or approximated period of birth, see Wynema
McGrew, Watts Is My Line: John and Judith (?) Watts, Settlers of the Mississippi Territory, vol. 1 (Hattiesburg, Miss.: P.p., 2010),
34-35. Ten additional grandchildren of John, born to his daughter Zilphy, are not included on this list but are included in the
tally in the narrative above. No Judith appears among John’s known children, either.

3 Wynema McGrew, Watts Is My Line: John and Judith (?) Watts, Settlers of the Mississippi Territory, vol. 1 (Hattiesburg,
Miss.: P.p., 2010), 5-14, summarizes the most-common assertions about John’s origin and analyzes the problems with many of
the assertions. This work does not note the signature problem on the Anson petition. Its focus is on the thousands of
descendants of John. It does not pursue Anson, Fairfield, or Virginia research to discover John’s true identity.
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e the same individual whose name appears as a signer of the 1769 petition from
Anson County, North Carolina. (That assertion is demonstrably false. Consulting the
original petition reveals that this John Watts could not sign his name, while John
Watts of Montgomery County, Ga., signed many documents as a justice.)

e The son of William and Agnes Watts of Anson County, NC (no evidence presented).

LOCALE: Prior research has identified two clusters of Wattses in old Craven County
Wattses of the Wateree—at left on Map 1, below.
Wattses of Lynches Creek—at right on Map 1.

Map 1
Kershaw County, with Parts of Adjacent Fairfield along Western Border
(Annotated to show locations of Watts land grants & residences)*

4 From Robert Mills, Mills’s Atlas of the State of South Carolina, 1825; available at David Rumsey Map Collection
(www.DavidRumsey.com : downloaded 26 August 2014). Although Mills’s collection of maps is dated 1825, many were made a
number of years earlier. Some Fairfield locations annotated at left of map are from county-level deeds abstracted separately in
E. S. Mills, “Watts: Literature Survey of Published South Carolina Resources for Old Craven County, Camden District, and the
Counties Cut from Them,” report to file, 17 October 2014.
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POTENTIAL KIN
(As identified through previous literature survey of published Upper SC records):®

1757

1762

1762

1763

c.1763

1766

1768

1772

1774

The earliest Watts in the region, Thomas Watts (wife Tabitha), received a warrant for 250 acres
on south side of Lynches Creek (surveyed 1762, granted 1764), the first of several grants made
to him along Lynches Creek and its tributaries, Jumping Gully and Red Oak Camp Creek. This
land would later fall along Kershaw County’s eastern border. The part of his land that lay across
Lynches Creek later fell into Chesterfield County.

Ambrose Mills (whose sister Sarah married one Thomas Watts) received 100 acres of headright
land at the forks of Little River of the Broad in now-western Fairfield County, a bit below the
Mobberly/Mobley Settlement made by fellow migrants from Bedford County, Virginia.
Adjacent landowners were Jacob Bowers (of Bowers Mill) and John Lee.

William Watts (3 months after Ambrose’s land survey) received 100 acres of headright land on
the east side of Little River at a site that became known as Watts’s Branch of Jackson Creek of
Little River. That “branch” fed upward into the 100 acres surveyed in 1762 for Ambrose Mills.
Adjacent landowners were James Anderson and (soon) James Hawthorne.

One Thomas Watts (not the man of 1757), William Watts (the man above), and “Edward
Watts Jr.” petitioned for adjacent grants on north (east) side of Wateree River, on lower side
of the mouth of Dry Creek at Dry Run and White Oak Creek. This land would be on Keshaw’s
western border, adjacent to Fairfield. During 1785-91 it was part of Lancaster Co.

Edward Watts of the Wateree River (later Kershaw Co.) sold his land there to Francis Kirkland
and patented new land on Little River (later Fairfield Co.) in the Mobley Settlement, just above
the site of Ambrose Mills’s 1762 grant.

Ambrose Mills took out 600 acres on Wateree River, on the Fairfield side of the river. The tract
lay between Wateree Creek on the north and Layton’s/Taylor’s Creek on the south. Adjacent
landowners were Micajah Pickett, Richard Kirkland, Francis Layton and Surls Lewis.

Ambrose Mills patented 100 acres at the forks of Wateree Creek that had previously been
surveyed for John Lee.

Edward Watts of the Wateree River (Kershaw) sold his land there to Francis Kirkland and
patented new land on Little River in the Mobley Settlement, just above the site of Ambrose
Mills’s 1762 grant. Edward’s neighbors were Kennedys, Kirklands, Walkers, Winns, and
Woodwards.

George Watts, witnessed a deed for Robert Duke on 25-Mile Creek of Wateree River. In his RW
pension application, George reported his birth as 25 December 1756 in Bedford County,
Virginia. He married about 1780 Barbara Crumpton/Compton but had earlier sons James and
Thomas, a possible daughter Elizabeth and (apparently by Ruth Perry) a daughter Sarah. By
Barbara, his children included sons named Thomas and Edward.®

5 Summarized from E. S. Mills, “Watts: Literature Survey of Published South Carolina Resources for Old Craven County,
Camden District, and the Counties Cut from Them,” report to file, 17 October 2014.

6 Note added 10 March 2018: Continued research has proved the existence of two George Wattses in Fairfield:
One married Ruth Perry; the other wed Barbara Crumpton. For the separation of the two, and the children of each
couple, see the following research notes posted at E. S. Mills, HistoricPathways.com under the “Research” tab:

* “George Watts (c.1752—c.1812) & Wife Ruth Perry: Research Notes,” a work-in-progress last updated 10 March

2018.

* “George Watts (1756—-1834) & Wife Barbara Crumpton: Research Notes,” a work-in-progress last updated 10
March 2018
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1777 One John Watts witnessed a deed for Thomas and Tabitha Watts of Great Lynches Creek
(eastern Kershaw Co.). This John is said to be Thomas and Tabitha’s son.”

1783  Our John Watts of Fairfield County was among several men signing a character affidavit for Lt.
William Coggins, a “former neighbor” who had lived “honestly” in their neighborhood for 15
years and was moving to Georgia. Others signing the petition—Charles Pickett, Moses
Knighten, John King, and John Hollis, Moses Hollis, and John Yarbrough—were 1790 neighbors
of our John Watts.

1786  Our John Watts sold land said to have been granted to William Watts, without explaining how
and why he had the legal right to sell the land. The tract was Ambrose Mills’s 1768 grant at the
Forks of the Wateree. Both the purchaser (Nathan Sanders) and the j.p. (Charles Picket) were
1790 neighbors of our John Watts.

1786 Our John Watts is cited as an adjacent landowner on a plat surveyed for James Olgivie and
patented that year by “Thomas Watts Jr.”

1790-1 John Watts and Thomas Watts are adjacent households on the first census of Fairfield.

1787-97 Four Thomas Wattses have been placed in Fairfield:

e Thomas Watts “Ir.,” apparent son of Thomas Watts “Sr.” of Dry Creek of Wateree
(Kershaw), who was adjacent landowner to our John Watts in Fairfield.

e Thomas, son of Edward Jr., whose new land lay in Edward’s neighborhood.
e Thomas, son of George, who moved to Pendleton as an adult.

e Thomas, son of our John, born ca. 1770, who did not come of age until the time of the
parental move to Georgia. His only known marriage did not occur until the late 1790s. There
is no evidence that he was a head-of-household or landowner in South Carolina.

The prior work suggested two clusters of individuals carrying the same surname:
e Wattses of the Wateree
e Wattses of Lynches Creek

No overlap or interaction was found between these two clusters in old Craven County.

DNA EVIDENCE:
Y-DNA tests by the descendants of the two clusters show no genetic match.

o Three tested descendants of Fairfield’s John and Thomas-of-John are Y-haplogroup 1-M223.
e Four descendants of Thomas of Lynches Creek, Kershaw, are E-L117.2

Thus far, posted results in the Watts Y-DNA project do not connect any other Watts lines to the Wattses
of Fairfield or those along the waters of the Wateree.

Other posted test results do carry I-M223 and E-L117, but the individuals who tested appear to have
done minimal genealogical research.

7 Neal Watts, “John Watts,” GeorgiaGenWeb [Washington Co., Ga. page] (http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~gawashin
/famconnect/watts_j.htm : accessed 29 December 2013), citing Louisville Gazette and Republican Trumpet, legal notice, Josiah
Watts and Tabitha Watts applying for letters of administration on the estate of John Watts, deceased, late of Washington
County.

8 Barbara Van Camp and Neal Watts, group admins., “Watts/Watt/Watson Families Reconstruction Project,” database,
FamilyTreeDNA (https://www.familytreedna.com/public/wattsfamilies/default.aspx?section=yresults : accessed 27 Oct. 2014.
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NEW FINDINGS
Executive Summary

Note:
All research notes in the body of this report are in chronological order. Documentation for any
statement in this summary can be found by turning to the notes for the given date or time.

Overview for John Watts:

e Local recordkeeping began in 1785. The earliest reference found in Fairfield’s local records for any
John Watts is dated November 1784. It places him in the same neighborhood as the John Watts
discussed in prior report® who, in 1783, signed the character affidavit for an out-migrating “former
neighbor” Lt. William Coggins, saying Coggins had lived “honestly” among them and had been in the
state for 15 years.!° The 1784 record, like that of 1783, implies that this John Watts was well-
entrenched in the community. The neighborhood in which this John Watts interacted throughout
the 1780s is the same neighborhood in which our John was enumerated in 1790 as the only John
Watts in Fairfield. The records place him consistently in that east central Fairfield neighborhood,
with three specific but overlapping locales that fall within a radius of about five miles:

o Forks of Wateree Creek: On 29 December 1784, he and one William Watts bought the 100-acre
Ambrose Mills grant at this strategic site. John, alone, sold it in January 1786 via a document
that called him “John Watts, Planter.”

o Between Lower Wateree Creek & Dutchman’s Creek : In January 1786 one James Ogilvie had a
land claim surveyed, showing John Watts as the adjacent landowner, with metes & bounds
different from John’s tract above. In 1787, “Thomas Watts Jr.” bought the tract from Ogilvie,
along with 2 adjacent tracts totaling 1,644 acres.

o Mill Creek: The 1790 census enumerates John next door to “Thomas Watts” and Edward Pigg, a
Baptist minister who had just moved into the county and bought the mill site on Mill Creek of
Little Wateree Creek, about 2—3 miles downstream from the Forks. (See Map 4, Appendixes.)

e Local land records do not identify how or when John Watts acquired the land attributed to him on
Ogilvie’s plat. The SC land office closed 5 years after John Watts’s marriage and did not reopen until
1784. In the interval, many lands that had been warranted and sometimes surveyed exchanged
hands without benefit of a recorded title.

e The Thomas Watts who is enumerated next door to John in 1790—with an apparent wife and son—
should not be John’s son, born ca. 1770-71, who did not marry until their relocation in Georgia. The
Thomas adjacent to John would be the adjacent landowner, discussed above, who identified himself
as “Thomas Watts Jr.” when he came into Fairfield and bought extensive lands in 1787.

e John’s daughter and son-in-law, “Caty” and Moses Hornsby (son of Leonard Hornsby), sold their
Fairfield land in January 1795, at which time Caty’s sister “Dicy Watts” witnessed the deed. Part of
Moses Hornsby’s land had originated as a 1760s grant to the famed SC Regulator Moses Kirkland
and was inherited by Moses Hornsby from his father Leonard Hornsby.

9 E. S. Mills, “Watts: Literature Survey of Published South Carolina Resources for Old Craven County, Camden District, and the
Counties Cut from Them,” report to file, 17 October 2014.

10 pension application of William Coggin (Lt., Sumter’s Brigade, SC, Rev. War), S2838; accessed at Fold3 (www.fold3.com : 25
April 2014), specifically image 12739959.
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In SC, as in Georgia, John is found living on or adjacent to mill sites.

Overview for Thomas Watts (“Sr.”) of the Wateree River:

Thomas first appears in 1763 land grant documents for three adjacent tracts surveyed on Dry Creek
of the Wateree River (Kershaw Co.). The patentees were “Thomas Watts,” “William Watts,” and
“Edward Watts Jr.” Thomas is the only one of the three who stayed on the Wateree. (See Maps 1
and 2.) He eventually sold the last of his grant in 1796 via a deed proved before a Fairfield j.p.,
Charles Pickett, who was our John Watts’s 1783-91 neighbor.!

Records of the mid-1790s identify him as “Thomas Sr.”*2

Thomas appears to be a prime candidate for the Thomas Watts who married Sarah Mills, sister of
Col. Ambrose Mills, later famed for the Battle at King’s Mountain.* Ambrose arrived in the area a
year before the first appearance of Thomas, William, and Edward Watts Jr. Upon William Watts’s
arrival in 1762, he obtained not only the Wateree tract but also a land grant contiguous to the land
just surveyed for Ambrose on Fairfield’s Little River. When, in 1765, Edward Jr. relocated from the
Wateree to Little River, he chose land on the other side of Ambrose. A second Fairfield grant made
to Ambrose in 1766 was later purchased by our John Watts in partnership with one William Watts.
Ambrose came to Fairfield from Bedford County, Virginia—the same location that the Fairfield
patriot George Watts, a later pensioner, cited as his own place of his birth.

Of the three Watts settlers of the Wateree in 1763, Thomas is the only one whose age and family
status (as reflected by headright requests) is appropriate for him to be the father of the R. W. soldier
George Watts (b. 1756) and the father of our John Watts (b. ca. 1748—49).

Thomas is the likeliest father of Thomas “Jr.,” a man who in 1787 acquired 1,644 acres (three tracts)
of Fairfield land on Dutchman’s Creek of the Wateree. One tract lay adjacent to our John. Another
adjoined Francis Layton, who settled on land adjacent to Ambrose Mills’s home-place grant of 1768.
(See Map 4.) Kershaw court minutes of 1796 distinguish between Thomas Sr. and Thomas Jr.
Thomas is the likely father of William Watts Il, the 1784 co-purchaser of land with our John Watts.
Thomas is a possible father of Elizabeth Watts, Francis Watts, and Moses Watts who also emerge in
the 1790s in those Kershaw court minutes.

If Kirkland family tradition is correct in its identification of the wife of Fairfield’s Francis Kirkland as
Mary Watts, then Thomas is a prime candidate for her father, considering that Kirkland in 1772
bought Edward Watts’s grant next door to Thomas Watts, at or about the time Kirkland married.
This Thomas Sr. may also be the father of Edward Ill, who bought part of Edward Jr.’s Little River
land but was not his son and heir.

Overview for William Watts (Sr.) of the Wateree and Little Rivers:

William Watts, prior to obtaining his Wateree River grant (modern Kershaw), had requested 100
acres on Little River, waters of the Broad—100 acres being the headright allotment for a man and
one dependent (wife, child, or slave).

William’s Little River land lay just below the land grant laid out three months earlier, in the forks of

11 See E. S. Mills, “Watts: Literature Survey of Published South Carolina Resources for Old Craven County, Camden District,

and the Counties Cut from Them,” 17 Oct. 2014, for abstracts of 22—-23 February 1796 published by Brent H. Holcomb,
Lancaster County, South Carolina, Deed Abstracts, 1787-1811 (Easley, SC: Southern Hist. Press, 1981), 85, 92; citing “Book
C&E,” pp. 182 and 248-49.

12 For example, see Brent Howard Holcomb, Kershaw County, South Carolina, Minutes of the County Court, 1791-1799 (N.P.:

n.p., 1986), 87; citing p. 216.

13 Mrs. P. W. Hiden, “Nicholas Mills of Hanover County,” Tyler’s Quarterly Historical and Genealogical Magazine 14 (1833):

237-42; 15 (1933): 38-64; reprinted as Genealogies of Virginia Families; From Tyler’s Quarterly Historical and Genealogical
Magazine, Gary Parks, ed. 4 vols. (Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1981), 2: 700-1. Hiden cites the 1755 will of William Mills,
naming children “Sarah Watts” and Ambrose Mills, and a 1749 deed of Thomas Watts and wife Sarah.
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Little River, for Ambrose Mills. A small stream to the right of Ambrose’s land became known as
Watts’s Branch of Jackson’s Creek of Little River.

In 1763, William had another tract of 100 acres surveyed next door to Thomas Watts (above) and
Edward Watts Jr. (below), with the three surveys being made the same week. After the survey, he
let the land escheat to the province; there is no evidence he ever lived there.

In 1803, one William Watts (possibly a son of William Sr.) purchased a tract on Little River from
heirs of neighbors to William’s first grant.

In 1808, one William Watts who made another purchase on Sandy River in extreme NW Fairfield.

No document has yet been found for the disposal of the 1762 grant made to William on Watts
Branch of Jackson Creek of Little River. The implication is that he had offspring who inherited the
land without a probate process.

No known document names a wife or children for William. The fact that he chose his first Little River
grant next to James Anderson and James Hawthorn, with vacant land on all other sides, suggests
starting points for his wife’s identity.

William Sr. also remains a candidate for father of Francis Watts and Moses Watts, who emerged in
court minutes of the 1790s but are herein eliminated as children of Edward Jr., George, or Thomas
of Lynches Creek.

Deed index entries in Fairfield, 1825—-41 (for which the documents could not be examined on this
research trip and are not available online) include a cluster of Wattses who may be offspring of
William in possession of his land: “William Jr.,” Joseph, Jonathan, Jacob, and Charles M.

Overview for Edward Watts Jr. (later “Sr.”) of the Wateree River and Little River:

Edward appears to have stayed at his 1763 grant on Dry Creek of the Wateree River for only two
years. In 1765, he petitioned for a grant on what would become Watts Branch of the South Fork of
Little River, below the Mobley Settlement and just west of (but adjoining) Ambrose Mills’s 1762
survey at the Forks of Little River. Principal neighbors were Woodwards, Kirklands, and Edward
“Ned” Walker (See Map 2.) By 1772 he conveyed his 1763 tract to Francis Kirkland.

Edward’s neighborhood church, Mobley’s Meeting House, was a Loyalist landmark of the RW
years.!* After the demise of that church, Edward’s neighbor, Rev. William Woodward, created
another landmark institution. Both churches were Baptist.

Edward remained there on Watts’s Branch of Little River (not to be confused with Watts’s Branch of
Jackson Creek of Little River where William Watts settled) until his death about late 1809.

Edward married Millender “Milly” [—?—] who survived him. After his death, she and six children
sold parts of his estate, identifying themselves as: “Milly Sr.,” Sarah (wife of Crispin Morgan), John,
Thomas, “Milly Jr.,” Susannah, and Elizabeth.

In 1787 Edward had his land resurveyed and divided into two tracts that would be taxed separately
to two Edwards in 1792 (the only tax roll available). The second Edward (called Edward Il in these
notes) witnessed a document relating to the settlement of Edward Jr.’s estate in 1810, but he did
not participate as an heir.

One James Watts also served twice (once with Edward Ill) as witness to the estate events but he,
like Edward Ill, was not identified as an heir. Subsequently “Edward III” would deed land to him—
land that James eventually deeded back.

The Woodwards and Kirklands are prime suspects for the birth family of Edward’s wife or wives.

14 The best account of this community—and of Fairfield activities during the Revolution—seems to be Kenneth Shelton, All

That Dare Oppose Them: The Whig Victory at Mobley's Meeting House, June 1780 (N.p.: Privately printed, 2005).
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Overview for George Watts of the Wateree’s 25-Mile Creek:!®

e As a RW soldier applying for a pension, George cited his birth on Christmas Day 1756 in Bedford
County, Virginia. In the records found to-date, this is the only point of origin explicitly cited by any
of the Wattses who settled old Craven County.

e When George was fifteen—according to his later-stated age—someone applied for 150-acres in his
name on 25 Mile Creek of the Wateree River. It was surveyed in December 1772, shortly before his
16" birthday. He next appeared on record in 1774, witnessing a neighbor’s deed.

e George would remain on 25 Mile Creek until 1807. His frequent associates were the intermarried
Perrys and Wilsons and the intermarried Dukes and Doughertys.

e His land on 25-Mile Creek adjoined Ralph Jones’s Meeting House. That Baptist minister, Ralph
Jones, was a fellow signer and likely instigator of the 1783 character affidavit co-signed by our John
Watts and several of John’s neighbors.

e George apparently married (quite young) in the mid-1770s, fathering sons James and Thomas (both
of whom he acknowledged while deeding land to them) and a likely daughter Elizabeth (see below).
About 1780, he apparently married Ruth Perry daughter of Jacob Perry, who made his will 5 October
1780 citing his daughter Ruth Watts and his grandchild Sarah Watts; George witnessed that will.

e Between 1780 and 1782 George married Barbara Crumpton (var. Compton), daughter of Henry,
who survived him and applied for a Revolutionary widow’s pension. In 1852, when their youngest
son Edward applied for an RW pension on his father’s service, he stated that his parents had six
surviving children: “Sallie,” Mary, Eleanor, Nancy, Margaret, and himself (Edward).*®* Edward-of-
George was possibly confused as to the mother of his eldest sister Sally, who was an adult before his
birth. He did not reference James or Thomas as a child of his parents. (When George donated land
to “my son Thomas” in an 1818 deed of gift, Barbara acknowledged relinquishment of her dower
interest, but she was not included in the “my” statement.)’

e In 1793, George and his former brother-in-law Jesse Perry were male bondsmen for one Elizabeth
Watts, who was being charged with an unidentified offense. That situation typically occurred when
a girl or woman conceived a child while still unmarried; male relatives then posted the bond to
ensure that the child would not become dependent upon the state for support.

e The name “George,” was passed on to a child by our John’s eldest son Thomas. No other George has
been found among these.

William Watts I, Fairfield & Kershaw:

e 29 December 1784, William Watts was co-purchaser of a tract of land with our John Watts. The
pattern at which the Watts spread across the Wateree into Fairfield suggests that both were likely
sons of Thomas Sr. of Dry Creek of Wateree River, Kershaw.

15 Note added 10 March 2018: Continued research has proved the existence of two George Wattses in Fairfield:
One married Ruth Perry; the other wed Barbara Crumpton. For the separation of the two, and the children of each
couple, see the following research notes posted at E. S. Mills, HistoricPathways.com under the “Research” tab:

* “George Watts (c.1752—c.1812) & Wife Ruth Perry: Research Notes,” a work-in-progress last updated 10 March
2018.

* “George Watts (1756—-1834) & Wife Barbara Crumpton: Research Notes,” a work-in-progress last updated 10
March 2018.

16 George Watts Pension Application (Sgt., Sumter’s Brigade, SC, Rev. War), File 11214, Widow Barbara; accessed via
“Revolutionary War Pensions,” database with images, Fold 3 (http://www.fold3.com : accessed 11 September 2014).

17.0n 23 December 1818, George Watts made a donation to “my son Thomas Watts,” which was co-signed by Barbara Watts
and witnessed by William Watts, J.P. and Elizabeth Watts; see A. B. Pruitt, Abstracts of Deeds: Pendleton District, SC, Books O
and P (1818-1822) (N.p.: P.p., 2007), 199. No record has been found in which George made a similar donation to William and
William was not named as a surviving child by Edward in 1852; there is no evidence to propose that William of Pendleton was
also a son of George, although that possibility should not be dismissed without a full investigation.
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25 January 1792, he bought land in Central Fairfield, about two miles due west of Ambrose Mills’s
Forks of the Wateree tract that he and John had purchased in 1784.

In February 1799, he sold a grant that had been made in 1791 to Thomas Watts [Jr.] on Dry Fork of
Wateree Creek, about 5 miles from our John, without explaining how he had the legal right to sell it.
In February 1800, after he and Thomas Jr. had left Fairfield and resettled in Kershaw County, he sold
two tracts he had purchased in Central Fairfield.

In 1809, he and Thomas Jr. were two of several men appointed by the Kershaw Court to a jury of
inquest into the sanity of one Joseph English.

He appears to be the William Watts residing near one Thomas Watts and one George Watts in
adjacent Richland County, 1820. Richland lay just below the 25-Mile Creek land that George had
patented in his youth.

Unconnected Thomas Watts (Y haplogroup EL117) of Lynches Creek:

Thomas and his wife Tabitha lived consistently on Lynches Creek from 1757 until his ca. 1792 death.
The widowed Tabitha is enumerated adjacent to their Lynches Creek neighbors (particularly widow
Elizabeth Rochelle) in 1810 Kershaw.

Thomas and Tabitha had four identifiable children: John, Benjamin, Isaiah, and Julius. John in 1792,
saying he was “of Washington County, Ga.,” sold his rights in the paternal inheritance to Tabitha,
Julius, Isaiah, and Benjamin. This John Watts is the individual who achieved prominence in
Washington County as a justice, land surveyor, lieutenant colonel of the militia, signer of the state
constitution, and state representative.!®

In January and February 1824 (concurrently with Widow Elizabeth Rochelle’s sale of her adjacent
land), Isaiah and Benjamin Watts sold their inherited Lynches Creek land, with the participation of
their wives Jenny and Sarah.

INTERACTIONS:
Numerous connectors exist between all the Watts who settled on the waters of Wateree River and
Fairfield’s Little River. For example:

e Thomas Sr. — William — Edward Jr.: In 1763 these three men applied for adjacent tracts at the
mouth of Dry Creek of Wateree River (present western boundary of Kershaw County).

e Edward — William: After William relocated on Little River (present Fairfield), Edward followed
him there. Both of their Little River lands flanked a previous grant to Ambrose Mills (whose
sister Sarah married to one Thomas Watts).

e William — John: In December 1784, William and John bought a tract of land in the fork of
Wateree Creek that had been granted to Ambrose Mills. On 29 January 1786, John sold that
land, before his neighborhood justice of the peace, without explaining how he was legally
entitled to sell the entirety of the property without William’s participation. *°

e William - John: In November 1784, John purchased goods from the estate sale of Widow
Barber.?’ In 1792, William Watts bought land next door to the Widow Barber’s son John—buying
that land from John Gowin/Goin who, in 1790 lived 4 households from our John Watts.?*

e Thomas Jr. — John: In 1786, John is named as adjacent landowner to land surveyed for James
Ogilvie, who transferred the land to Thomas Watts Jr. before filing for a patent.

18 Neal Watts, “John Watts,” states that the colonel received 15 grants in Georgia. On this point, his mostly reliable

biography errs by including two grants (460 acres and 500 acres) actually granted to our John Watts, formerly of Fairfield.

19 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book A: 508—10.
20 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782—1899; Kershaw District 1817—-1824, Estate Records Book A-1,” 285-86.
21 Fajrfield Co., SC, Deed Book I: 51.



MILLS:

Watts: Legal Records of Fairfield and Kershaw Counties, SC ........ (2014; updated 10 March 2018)

Thomas Jr. = John: In 1790, the first census of Fairfield places Thomas and John as adjacent
households in that same neighborhood.

Thomas Sr. & Jr. — John Watts & Moses Hornsby: When Thomas (Sr.) sold his 1763 land grant
on Kershaw side of the Wateree River in 1796, the buyer was a neighbor of the land owned by
Thomas Jr. on the Fairfield side of the Wateree. Witnesses were Nicholas and Austin Peay. The
j.p. used for the transaction was our John Watts’s neighbor and former j.p., Charles Pickett.?
The witness Nicholas Peay, the year before, had bought the home plantation of John Watts’s
daughter and son-in-law Caty and Moses Hornsby, as they prepared to move to Georgia.?

John - George: In John’s first document of record in Fairfield, 1783, he and Rev. Ralph Jones
signed a character affidavit for a “former neighbor” who was moving to Georgia. Ralph Jones’s
Meeting House lay on 25-mile Creek, adjacent to the Bryan McClendon grant, which also
bordered the land of George and Ruth.

George — Thomas — William: The three men appear to be close neighbors on the 1820 census of
adjacent Richland County, after county boundaries were changed to give Richland part of the
area that had been Fairfield and Kershaw.

Naming patterns also suggest kinship. Although records on the SC frontier are rare before 1785 and
spotty thereafter, enough evidence exists to inform us that

Edward had sons Edward, James, Thomas, and John who lived to adulthood

George & Ruth had a son James; George & Barbara had sons Thomas and Edward who lived to
adulthood.

John named his first son Thomas; and Thomas named a son George.

William apparently had son William Jr. (others unknown).

Edward Jr., George & Ruth, and John all named daughters Elizabeth.

Edward named daughter a Sarah (the name of Ambrose Mills’s sister who married one Thomas
Watts). George & Barbara named daughters Sarah and Eleanor (the latter name being that of
the wife Ambrose married there in along the Wateree in the 1760s, Eleanor Morris).

Findings to-date suggest the following working-hypotheses:

All of the Watts males who settled on waters of the Wateree prior to the Revolution (Edward Jr.,
Thomas Sr., William Sr., John, and George) are part of a family cluster

Of this cluster, Thomas is clearly the oldest and George is clearly the youngest.

Thomas Sr., Edward Jr., and William Sr. appear to be of the same generation.

John, George of the RW service, Thomas Jr., and the William who co-owned land with John in
1784, all appear to be of the same generation.

If these hypotheses are correct, then future research in Bedford County, Virginia, the birthplace of the
RW soldier George, should reveal at least two things:

this same cluster of men, likely in a neighborhood with Mobleys, Woodwards, and Ambrose
Mills; and
a migration pattern from their Bedford neighborhood to Craven/Camden/Fairfield.

22 See E. S. Mills, “Watts: Literature Survey of Published South Carolina Resources for Old Craven County, Camden District,
and the Counties Cut from Them,” 17 October 2014, for abstracts of 22—23 February, 1796, published by Brent H. Holcomb,
Lancaster County, South Carolina, Deed Abstracts, 1787-1811 (Easley, SC: Southern Historical Press, 1981), 85, 92; citing “Book
C&E,” pp. 182 and 248-49.

23 Fajrfield Co., SC, Plat Book E: 23.
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RESEARCH NOTES

Comment:
In this initial survey of materials and people of Fairfield and Kershaw, | am primarily doing
“nutshells” rather than full abstracts. A few key documents are transcribed in full. In some cases,
| quote passages to preserve language that identifies locations and relationships.

Map 2
Little River Area, Fairfield County?*

On this map, note the following:

e Dampier’s Creek at top of map, east of Mobley’s Meeting House. The Dampiers also moved
to Tattnall County, Georgia, and are immediate neighbors of the Watts clan in Covington
County, Mississippi.?®

e Edward Watts Jr. & Francis Kirkland (whose wife is alleged to be Mary Watts in numerous

24 The map snippets shown in this report are taken from Robert Mills, Mills’s Atlas of the State of South Carolina, 1825;
available at David Rumsey Map Collection (www.DavidRumsey.com : downloaded 26 August 2014).

25 See E. S. Mills, “Cooksey & Allied Families: Tax Data—Montgomery and Tattnall Counties, Georgia, 1798-1820,” 3 January
2011; archived online at Historic Pathways (http://www.historicpathways.com/download/2011-3Jan-CookAssocTattMont
TAX.pdf). Also Mills, “Possibility to Pursue: Were John and Judith [—?—] Watts the Parents of Zilpha [—?—] Price Cooksey?” 9
July 2010; archived at Historic Pathways (http://www.historicpathways.com/download/Zilphaspossibleparents.pdf).

26 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book K: 359.
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undocumented trees online) settled between the South Fork of Little River and Rocky Branch,
his land would be sold, after his ca. late 1809 death, to Rev. William Woodward. A small
branch on which he settled (not shown here) was called “Watts’s Branch of Little River.”

e The square is the first Watts-connected grant in the region, approved for Ambrose Mills
(brother of Sarah Watts) in 1761 and then surveyed for him in 1762.

e William Watts, in 1762, settled below and contiguous to Ambrose Mills’ grant; his land lay
between Little River and a stream subsequently called “Watts’s Branch of Jackson’s Creek.”

2 DECEMBER 1779

CRAVEN COUNTY, SC

Land sale.

Edward Watts and Millinder, his wife of Little River in St. Mark’s Parish, Craven County, planter, to John
Oston of Mill Creek in same parish. On 31 August 1774, Edward Watts had received a grant for 76 acres
bounded NW by Thomas Woodard, SE on William Kennedy, SE on Thomas Woodard and E on Oston’s
land, on north side of Broad River. They now sell the same to Oston for 30 pounds. Signed: Edward
Watts; Millinde Watts (M, her mark). Witnesses: John Woodward, Thomas Watts. Proved 9 July 1796 by
John Woodward, before H. Milling, J.P. Recorded 2 March 1796 [sic].?®

COMMENT:

The long delay between the 1779 sale and the 1796 recording is typical in this place and time.
Prior to 1785, there was no provision for local recording; deeds could only be recorded at
Charleston. After local offices were established, the population did not rush to record past
transactions; they generally did so only when they needed to dispose of property they had
bought via an unrecorded document.

Map 2 (p. 12) shows the general location of Edward’s Litle River land, in relation to that of
William Watts and Ambrose Mills.

The identity of “Thomas Watts,” witness to the above document, is uncertain. Records
abstracted later in this report prove that Edward had a son Thomas, birth year unknown. The
headrights allowed to Edward support a conclusion that he had a wife and three children prior
to 1763. If one of those were Thomas, he would be of age to legally sign this document. It’s also
germane to note the multiple instances in this project in which minors witnessed documents.

5 FEBRUARY 1779

CRAVEN COUNTY, SC

Witness.

Bryant McClendon of “South Carolina,” planter, sells for 700 pounds to Frederick Freeman of Craven
County, land granted 10 June 1771 to Bryant McClendon, 100 acres in Craven on 25 Mile Creek of the
Wateree River. No neighbors named. Witnesses: George Watts, John Taylor, John Hirons. Proved 22
November 1794 by [not named] before Zachariah Kirkland, J.P. Recorded 10 June 1795.

Same day, same parties, same witnesses. Sale of land granted 3 June 1774 to Bryant McClendon, 200
acres in Craven on 25 Mile Creek, adj. Ralph Jones, James McMillon, Bryant McClendon & vacant lands.
Signed Bryant McClendon (B his mark) Proved by George Watts, 22 Nov. 1792 before Z. Kirkland.?’

COMMENT:
This 200-acre tract would be sold by Freeman to George Watts who sold it in 1807.%

26 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book K: 359.
27 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book I: 415—22.
28 Fajrfield Co., SC, Deed Book R: 108.
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Location of George Watts’s Land Stradling Forks of 25-Mile Creek
Granted to Bryan McClendon, adjacent to Ralph Jones’s Meeting House
(Rotate plat about 60° clockwise for proper N-S orientation)

$213184: Colonial Plat Books (Copy Series)

MCCLENDON, BRYAM, PLAT FOR 200 ACRES ON TWENTY FIVE MILE CREEK.
Previous | Return to imaae index | MNext
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COMMENT:

See Map 3 (p. 15), for the 25 Mile Creek neighborhood. Also see prior report dated 17 October,

under date of 10 January 1772, for George’s original grant.

e This 200 acre tract adjoining Ralph Jones would become the land of George Watts, who
would sell it on 20 [month unstated] 1807. (See abstract of that date.)

Note also:

e George Watts's service as witness to a deed for a man living adjacent to the Baptist minister
Ralph Jones—and George’s own residence for decades next to Jones—forms one of many
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connectors between the initial Watts settlers of Fairfield. Four years after the above deed
(November 1783), when a group of “former neighbors” of Lt. William Coggins drafted for him
a character reference stating that he had lived “honestly” in their neighborhood for 15 years,
two of the signers were Ralph Jones and John Watts.?®

Of the 14 signers of that affidavit (eleven of whom are repeatedly coupled in records with
our John Watts), Jones signed prominently as the first name in the first column, suggesting
that he may have been the instigator of the affidavit. It also presents the possibility that the
signers—including John Watts—were members of Jones’s congregation.

Re the location of Ralph Jones’s Meeting House, the standard history of S.C. Baptists tells us:

“Of the branches of Congaree in 1772, only Watteree Creek was constituted in the period
under discussion. John Blake preached here for a time, but this came to be known as
Ralph Jones’s Meeting House because it was in this locality and with this church that Rev.
Ralph Jones spent his life. The first meeting house twenty-five by twenty feet was built in
1770 on a lot given by William Roden. His plats were on Wateree and Beaverdam Creeks,
and the first building was on this land, the church later moved about five and a half miles
south of Winnsboro, a little east of the Charleston Road near the headwaters of Wateree
and Dutchman’s Creeks.” Jones served this meeting house until at least 1803.%°

Townsend also states that Bryan McClendon donated the land for the Baptist Church on 25-Mile
Creek, “probably” taken from his 1767 survey at the head of the Creek.3!

The original survey plat for the the McLendon-Freeman-Watts land helps us make a necessary
correction to the published account above. The church apparently moved twice, not just once—
and helps us define the residential patterns for the Watts who are associated with this church.

1779 The plat (see below) places Ralph Jones’s own land to the NW of McClendon and places

the meeting house squarely on McLendon’s land between the forks of 25-Mile Creek.

1783 The meeting house at the forks of Beaverdam and Wateree (Map 4) would be the site of

the church at the time Ralph Jones and John Watts signed the 1783 petition. This is the
neighborhood of almost all the 1783 signers.*?

1790 The census places Ralph Jones 3 houses from Francis Kirkland—whose land adjoined one

Thomas Watts. (See below for 24-25 January 1786.) Kirkland was the same man (alleged
husband of Mary Watts) who in 1772 bought the original grant of Edward Watts on the
Wateree when Edward moved over to Little River.??

Jones in 1786 was also 6 houses from Luke Rawls—the family into which John Watts
allegedly married. Rawls’s neighborhood lay between 25-Mile Creek and Little River in
the Cedar Creeks area (See Map 3). This neighborhood coincides with the placement of
“Ralph Jones Meeting House” on Mills’s Atlas, compiled 1815-25.

29 pension application of William Coggin (Lt., Sumter’s Brigade, SC, Rev. War), $2838; accessed at Fold3 (www.fold3.com : 25
April 2014), specifically image 12739959.

30 Leah Townsend, South Carolina Baptists, 1670—-1805 (1935; reprinted Baltimore: Clearfield, 2003), 147 for the quote; for
Jones, also see 140, 145-47.

31 Leah Townsend, South Carolina Baptists, 1670-1805 (1935; reprinted Baltimore: Clearfield, 2003), 144; citing “Crozer MS,

p. 30.”

32 The locations of John Watts’s associates and neighbors are developed in this report and the preceding report: E. S. Mills,
“Watts: Literature Survey of Published South Carolina Resources for Old Craven County, Camden District, and the Counties Cut
from Them,” report to file, 17 October 2014. For the 1783 document specifically, see the 17 October report for notes under the
date 5 December 1783.

33 See report of 17 October 2014, under dates of 18 July—19 August 1774 and 8 November 1774.
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The survey plat for the land that George Watts would buy tells us the following:

19 December 1772

“Pursuant to a precept from John Bremar Esq. D. S. G. dated the 1 day of Decr. 1772, |
have Surveyed and laid out unto Bryan McClendon a plantation or tract of land
containing two hundred acres, Situate on Five and Twenty Mile Creek, being the waters
of the Wateree River, in Craven County. Bounding N.E.™ part on vacant land and a part
on Mr. Ralph Jones’s land, S.W.™ part on land held by James McMillion, and part on
Bryan McClendon’s land, S.E.™ part on McMillians land, part on sd. McClendon’s land,
and part on land Surveyed for W™ Simmons &c. And hath such form and marks as the
above plat represents. Surveyed the 10" day of Decr. A. D. 1772 pr Philip Pearson, D.S.>*

Map 3
Southeast Quadrant of Fairfield County
Showing 25-Mile Creek, Sawney’s Creek, and Big/Little Cedar Creeks
Site of George Watts, Ralph Jones & the Perrys, Dukes & Rawls

COMMENT:

e Note on Map 3 the proximity of 25-Mile Creek (where George Watts lived) to Perry’s
Meeting House and to Jno. Wilson (son-in-law of Jacob Perry who had a daughter “Ruth
Watts” in 1780). One branch of the Dukes—Robert Duke specifically, lived on 25-Mile Creek.

34 South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/online
archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), “McClendon, Bryan, Plat for 200 acres on Twenty Five Mile Creek,” $213184: Colonial plat
Books (Copy Series).
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e In the top left of the map, note “Robertson.” This notation overlaps the east border of Map 2,
the Little River area settled by William Watts in 1762 and Edward Watts Jr. in 1772.

e Note also that, by 1790, Edward Watts’s adjacent landowner Francis Kirkland (whose wife is
alleged to be a Mary Watts) has settled between Luke Rawls and Ralph Jones’s new location.

8 AUGUST 1779

CRAVEN COUNTY, SC

Associates.

Will of John King, daughter Ann, lot of land in Camden [Kershaw Co.], daughter Elizabeth, a slave.
Beloved wife Priscilla King, use of his house. Other property to be divided among his children: Elizabeth,
John, Joseph, George, Ann, and Sarah. “N.B. my Estate consisting one Tract of Land containing one
Hundred Acres Situate in Craven County on Cedar fork, Dutchman’s Creek, Waters of Wateree River
[Fairfield Co.] adjoining Robert Campbell’s Land [and] one tract containing three hundred and fifty acres
situate on the waters of Black River [Kershaw Co.];” also two slave women. Executors: Joseph Kershaw,
Esqr., and wife Priscilla. [Signed] John King (X his mark). Witnesses: Thomas Jones, Jams. Brown, Reason
Nelson.*

COMMENT:

e The date on which this will was probated (and the time of the testator’s death) is not known.

e The 1790 census places one John King 11 households from our John Watts. King also appears
in sundry records with our John throughout this report—including the 1783 character
affidavit. A 1786 survey for James Ogilvies shows John King and John Watts as adjacent
landowners.

e As shown on Map 4 (p. 19) Cedar Fork of Dutchman’s Creek begins about 3 miles SE of Mill
Creek, where John Watts’s adjacent landowner Rev. Edward Pigg lived in 1790.

5 OCTOBER 1780

CAMDEN-FAIRFIELD CO. SC

Will.

Jacob Perry (JP, his mark), “lends” to wife Judith, his plantation whereon they live, for her to enjoy
during his lifetime. Leaves to his “youngest son Lewis Perry,” the plantation, its tools; a horse, bridle &
saddle; one bed & furniture; four cows and their calves; and his wearing Cloathes. Leaves to daughter
Patience Perry one bed and furniture, two cows 7 calves with their increase. Leaves to daughter Ruth
Watts one Cow and Calf with their increase. Leaves to daughter Mary Wilson, one cow & calf and their
increase. Leaves to grandchild Sarah Watts one black cow with her heifer Calf and their increase. Leaves
to son Samuel Perry one Cow & calf. Leaves to son Jesse Perry, one cow and calf. His whip saw and
crosscut saw shall be kept for the use of his plantation and his three sons. All other things to be sold and
divided among children. Executor: Robert Duke & Samuel Perry. Witnesses: George Watts & Henry Neal
(X his mark).3¢

COMMENTS:
e szimmerman, “Franklin-Gose FamilyTree,” Ancestry.com (http://trees.ancestry.com/tree
/193 59922 /person/198019329907?ssrc=&ml_rpos=6) asserts that Jacob Perry (1730-5 Oct.

”

35 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782-1788; Kershaw District 1817-1824, Estate Records Book A-1,” 151-52; FHL
microfilm 1,029,441, item 1.

36 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782-1788; Kershaw District 1817-1824, Estate Records Book A-1,” 150; FHL microfilm
1,029,441, item 1. The filmed index begins with this statement: ““Index to Wills: This Index was made by Mrs. Minnie Reese for
W. L. McDowell & presented to Kershaw County, W. L. McDowell, May 3, 1934.” Some of these wills go back as early as 1771.
Most of the inventories are in the early 1780s. All have been neatly recopied, apparently at the time Kershaw was created.
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1780) was the husband of Judith Hunter (b. 1735), and the son of James Perry and Patience
Rawls. No evidence is provided.

e “U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560-1900,” Ancestry.com asserts that Jacob
Perry of SC married Judith Hunter of N.C. in 1753; no evidence is provided. This marriage
date, if correct would allow for the possibility of a young daughter Judith to marry John
Watts by 1768—69. However, Jacob Perry’s will makes no reference to a daughter Judith.

e |f Ruth were the wife of our John Watts, then she would have to be a second wife, with her
predecessor bearing Catherine, Thomas, John, and at least two others. Otherwise, Jacob
Perry would not have singled out just one of her children for recognition in his will.

e None of the trees viewed to date assert an identity for the husbands of the daughters. If
Ruth (Perry) Watts was married to George Watts, then she died shortly after this will
because George’s RW pension application states that he married Barbara Crumpton “about
1780” by whom their first child “Sally” was said (by her younger brother) to have been born
in 1781. In a 1792 deed record, George identified a son James, then a minor.*’

e Researchers often question whether a beneficiary of a will can legally be a witness to that
will. The question is relevant here to any determination whether George Watts (witness)
could be the husband of Ruth Watts (daughter and heir). That question might be answered,
in this specific case, by the fact that Samuel Perry (son and heir) is also a witness.

1 AUGUST 1782

CAMDEN DISTRICT, SC

Associates.

“Memorandum of Apraisement of Thomas Milos’s estate.” Signed: Moses Knighten, John King, John
Bird. ... Memorandum of Sundrys Bought and Sold at the Estate of Thomas Milos. Isaac? Knighton,
Thomas Knighton, Wishart Gibson, Michael Byrd, Charles Lewis, Sarah Kniton, Micajah Picket; Leah
Tidwell; William Miller, Moses Knighton, James Hollis, Alice? Knighton, Charles Johnston, John Byrd,
Isaac? Knighton, John Byrd, Charles Pickett.3®

COMMENTS:

Most purchasers were 1790 Fairfield neighbors of John Watts and his adjacent landowner,
Thomas Watts [Jr.] Various online trees say that Michael Byrd was the son of Moses Smith’s wife
Catherine (John King’s sister) by her first husband John Byrd. These Byrds would relocate in
Montgomery and Tattnall County with our John Watts.

20-21 SEPTEMBER 1783

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Neighbor.

By lease and release, Robert Ellison sold to Hugh Milling of Jackson Creek, planter, 200 acres known as
half of a survey for 400 acres “on a branch of Jacksons Creek, known as Watts Branch, bounding S.E. on
Adam Blair, S.\W. on vacant Land, N.W. on John Phillips, and N.E. on vacant land.” Signed: Rt. Ellison.
Witnesses: Jno. Woodward, H. Hunter, Jno. Milling. Proved 25 January 1786 by John Woodward and
Henry Hunter. Recorded 4 March 1786.%°

37 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book R: 107 for George’s 1792-95 purchase of land for his underaged son James. This account of
George’s children was given in 1852 by his youngest child Edward—who may well have been confused about the 178081
marriage of his parents and the birth in this period of his oldest sister “Sally.” It seems more likely that she was the Sarah born
of Ruth Perry (who appears to have died about the time this will was written) after which George’s new wife raised the infant.

38 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782-1788; Kershaw District 1817-1824, Estate Records Book A-1,” 2; FHL microfilm
1,029,441, item 1. Many early Fairfield documents are found in this book.

3D Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book A: 174-79; FHL microfilm 23,991. Also see: Tony Draine, Fairfield County, S.C., Deed Book A,
1785-1788 (Columbia, SC: Draban Publications, 1991), 6-7.
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COMMENT:

See Map 2 (p. 11) for Watts Branch, and the Woodward neighborhood.

e |n 1790, Hugh Milling appears 28 households after John Watts. Four houses from Milling, we
find Adam Blair who, in 1791, (Deed Book H:38-39) sold his Hog Fork of the Wateree land,
saying it was bounded by John Winn and John Gray. The census taker appears to have gone
from Hornsby’s Fork of the Wateree (p. 150 of the census, where he enumerated Moses
Hornsbie) down to Mill Creek (p. 151, where he added John Watts, Thomas Watts, and Rev.
Edward Pigg) down to Hog Fork—enumerating, between the last two streams, the Tidwells,
Micajah Pickett, Obadiah Henson, John King, Moses Knighton, Charles Pickett J.P., and
Charles Lewis (all of whom are a few doors past John Watts and appear with him in many
records) and then on to the Watts Branch neighborhood of John Milling and Adam Blair (p.
153), and Robert Ellison (p. 154). Ellison’s survey plat for this land appears below.*°

(’-"'//“lz.///; &’-.;ZI{"/;J.P-E«Y i : 1‘!;. g n’nfa”sg.f 4/’0»*1::%' ;% ol Rerel :“.."'
& n:.rnan/f;df/)ueu P SN 2o T‘J
= 2,\’ 55 /.j oo I
Aeraelect .rfy ;_,?./,,, ‘.- i k’;'f’ % | o |
”4 S ottt Hor & il g Hov 7 B / N
)j/(!(ff fl'an\—/‘:rr.-t ot cor el -wznff-:;-z'a’ ozn/ \% LeBe (Pered i ‘“
{Hl.r{':)(‘/?.ﬂ/‘/ e = P vatliatiors srliaet :: 20 £RATE et Té?"’“’ 8
x’,-.,\ awsal /ﬂu/ﬂ(”,;u}.—# O flervd £re i '_J
e{fin:a/ﬂ.sun/a///;(:f"#)( /’f?/éwﬂ.ua{. :'JI—\“
Sk hetorrar Eorceeirsirsotinsy TE ]
- ﬁlfuu £ //fu' AJ#M %ffw&nf - * (Ve
P /f arp rf.auu. J,,///'ﬁf#,“,(/,:% Fok ore \‘.‘{f Yoo i “? 3 ‘i = B
ar ¥ {* !‘urcunf r.t"//ur.zr(‘p/,fd)' iz XS cafrecers /qy/?z‘z néof-f el e ndinls S
D ,4”, » fm,y/‘?/)', 772 P e re 7trsiors P,
17 AUGUST 1784

CAMDEN DISTRICT, SC

Associate.

Thomas Starke’s Inventory. Submitted by Douglas Starke, Taken by Jno. Milhous, James Scott, Thomas
Vaughan. Includes 9 slaves.*

COMMENT:

This Thomas Starke appears to be the father of (a) Capt. Thomas Starke who cosigned, with John
Watts, the 1784 character affidavit for William Coggins; and (b) Reuben Starke. See the
subsequent notes from the later will of Capt. Thomas, naming Reuben as his brother.

21 OCTOBER 1784
FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Neighbor.

40 South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/online
archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), “Ellison, Robert, Plat for 400 acres in Camden District,” S213184: Colonial plat Books
(Copy Series).

41 Kershaw Co. Will Book “A-1,” 191—92; FHL microfilm no. 24,052.
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John King, 100 acres on Waters of Wateree Creek, adj. Moses Knighton & vacant land.*?

COMMENT:

e This Moses Knighton should be Moses Jr., King’s next-door neighbor on the subsequent 1790
census.

e The online land database offered by the South Carolina Department of Archives and History
shows that John King received 950 acres of headright land prior to the closing of the land
office in 1775. The above tract would be one obtained in the intervening decade. He would
later purchase another tract of 170 acres from the state. In short, he was a substantial
landowner, whose point of residence can’t be determined from any one grant.

Map 4
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COMMENT:

This map graphically shows how the Wattses spread westward from the original cluster on the

Kershaw side of Wateree River.

e In 1762 and 1772, William and Edward Jr. had major a major move across the Wateree—
about 35-40 miles to the next major waterway, Little River. (Their lands appear on Map 2, p.
11, which overlaps the above map on the west).

o Thomas remained at the original site and it appears to be his offspring that, from 1772 to
1792, spread gradually across Wateree River—down to 25-Mile Creek (George), Dutchman’s
Creek and Taylor’s Creek (Thomas Jr.), Wateree Creek from the forks to Mills Creek (John &
William) and Dry & Hog Forks (William and Thomas).

42 Camden District, SC, Commissioner of Locations, “Plat Book C, 1786-1788,” p. 110; Fairfield County, SC, Courthouse; FHL
microfilm 1,294,175, item 2. Many of the page numbers are illegible.
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e Note the appearance of Ambrose Mills in this Wateree cluster also. He held two tracts. His
smaller tract, 100 acres marked with a square, is the one later purchased from his heir by
John Watts in concert with one William Watts. His plantation of 600 acres lay along the
Wateree River between Wateree Creek on the north and Taylor’s Creek on the South.
e Dutchman’s Creek (toward the SE corner of Map 4), is the location of “Rev. John Blake” of the
1790 census (see notes above about Blake and Rev. Ralph Jones’s Meeting House). Also in
this area at the top of Map 4 the 1790 census enumerates
o Nathan Sanders (who in 1786 bought from John Watts the Ambrose Mills land at the Fork
of Wateree Creek)

o Moses Knighton Sr. (whose son Moses Jr. in 1790 is 13 houses from John Watts)

o Widow Ratcliff, Knighton’s next-door-neighbor (from whose husband’s estate in Summer
1785 John Watts bought a “lot” of pewter, consecutive with a purchase by Moses
Knighton).

2 NOVEMBER 1784

CAMDEN & FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Associates.

“An Inventory of the Appraisement of the Effects Belonging to the Estate of the Widow Barber
Deceased, taken this 2" Day of November 1784.

[Signed] Samuel Armstrong (O, his mark) John Watts (X his mark) [sic] ; T__? [Jno.?] Johnson*®

COMMENTS:

This “clerk’s record book” copy appears to have erred on the signatures. John Watts signed the
other documents he executed in this county and in Georgia. In this instance, the witnesses’
names are scrunched and stacked tightly at the bottom of the page. It seems likely that the X
shown for John was meant to be for Johnson.

The fact that this John Watts was assigned to make the appraisement not only suggests a
connection to the Barbers (kinsman, in-law, or neighbor) but also suggests he had been in the
county long enough for the community to respect his judgment. He was not a new arrival.

In this vein, see “Watts: Initial Survey of Fairfield ...,” for date of 5 December 1783, when John
Watts and a dozen other residents of the neighborhood gave a character reference for Lt.
William Coggin, their “former neighbor” who was moving to Georgia—a man they said had been
in the state for 15 years.*

The document above also negates the popular assertion that our John Watts was the man
who saw RW service under Capt. Walton in North Carolina.

e Capt. William Walton (the only Capt. Walton in NC's RW records) was—at the time John
Watts was drafted—a paroled prisoner who had just returned to his home in Bertie County,
N.C.** The militia in which that John Watts served was a drafted militia composed of men
ordered to report to regional “collection points” where they were assigned to a particular

43 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782—1788; Kershaw District 1817—1824, Estate Records Book A-1,” 287; FHL microfilm
1,029,441, item 1.

44 pension application of William Coggin (Lt., Sumter’s Brigade, SC, Rev. War), $2838; accessed at Fold3 (www.fold3.com : 25
April 2014), specifically image 12739959.

4> For Walton, see Francis B. Heitman, Historical Register of Officers of the Continental Army during the War of the
Revolution; April, 1775, to December, 1783 (Washington, D.C.: Rare Book Shop Pub. Co., 1924), 417; and Sarah Walton pension
application (Capt. William Walton, NC), application W1518, BLW 244); accessed via Fold3 (www.fold3.com : 2 June 2014).
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company and its officers. Of the six regional depots, Halifax was the one that served Capt.
Walton’s region. The NC John Watts was thereby assigned to Captain Walton.*®

o After the war (specifically 22 November 1784) the N.C. legislature passed an act authorizing a
census that was to be taken within 6 months. That census shows one John Watts in Martin
County—a county that lay adjacent to and between Halifax and Bertie (Walton’s home). John
Watts would spend the rest of his life there, leaving a will in 1819.#’ This will be developed in
a report now in progress on Martin and Bertie Counties.

o The John Watts who appraised an inventory in Fairfield Dist., S.C. on 2 November 1784 and
resided there through 1791 c2lould not be the same John Watts enumerated on a
northeastern North Carolina census taken between November 1784 and May 1785.

4 NOVEMBER 1784
CAMDEN & FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC
Land plat.

“Pursuant to a Warrt. to me directed by John Winn Esqr C.L. for Camden District dat. 239 Oct"
1784, | have admeasured and laid out to Jesse Perry a Tract of Land containing Ninety three
acres Situate on 25 Mile Creek Bounded on the West by Jos. Bradley, SW & SE by 25-Mile Creek,

46 Hugh F. Rankin, The North Carolina Continental Line in the American Revolution (Raleigh: Division of Archives and History,
1977), 65.

47 For the draft of the NC militia, which forced the 1781 service of John Watts, see Hugh F. Rankin, The North Carolina
Continental Line in the American Revolution (Raleigh: N.C. Department of Cultural Resources, Division of Archives and History,
1977), 65
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E by John Waits [sic], NE by Mr. J. Milling’s Land and hath such Shape and marks as the above
plat represents. Surveyed 4" Novemr. 1784. Alex" Johnston DS. Deliv® it to Jesse Perry. *®

COMMENT:

e The adjacent neighbor on the east, spelled as John “Waits,” does not appear to be a
misrendering of Watts. Colonial era plats show three grants in that area to John Waight, John
Waight Jr., and Mary Waight.

e See also the plat of 25 January 1786, below, for Perry’s wealthy neighbor John Milling. That
plat, covering 1,566 acres, shows many small landowners surrounding it and emphasizes the
settlement cluster that Perrys and their in-laws created.

e Note the ca. 90° bend in 25 Mile Creek at Jesse’s property. This is seen again on Milling’s
1786 plat. The area is easy to locate on Mills’s Atlas. 1t now straddles the line between
Fairfield and Kershaw.

5 NOVEMBER 1784

CAMDEN & FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Associates.

“An Inventory of the Widow Barber’s Estate Decd. Sold by Public Vendue the 5" Day of November 1784?
Robert Ewing, Benjn. Harrison, James Arnett, John Shains, Elizabeth Lennox, John Connery, Thos.
Robinson, Samuel Barber, Thos. Johnston, James Owen, John Winn, John McKeown, James McCreight,
James Johnston, Charles Lewis, Jarvis Gibson, Alexander Goyne, John Watts (bought a “Slide and
Tacklings” for 0.7.6), John Barber, John Winn, John Goodram, Allen Goodram, James Hollis, Jacob
Gibson, Edward Morgan, Isaac Graham, John Jenkins. [Signed] John Barber (X his mark).*°

COMMENT:
Many of these John Watts neighbors can also be placed on Map 4.

NOVEMBER 1784

CAMDEN & FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Historical context.

The nature of the “slide and tacklings” that John Watts bought in
1784 is open to debate. They are rarely seen in 18™ century
inventories, so they were not in common usage among farmers.

Studies on historic tools and equipment do not associate these
terms with farming or surveying. However, histories of milling
depict their usage in both grain mills and saw mills:
Grain mills: a hoist system (i.e., tacklings) was used to raise
the sacks of grain—sometimes as high as the third story of the
mill, and then a slide fed the grain into the hopper.
Saw mills: Logs were hoisted into the mill on one side, via a
slide and tacklings that pulled them in; then the trimmed
lumber exited out the other.

One distinctive feature is seen in almost all the early Watts land
grants—as well as those of Ambrose Mills. They located their
grants at the point that two or three streams converged.

48 Fairfield Co., SC, Plat Book B: 110.
49 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782-1788; Kershaw District 1817—-1824, Estate Records Book A-1,” 285-86; FHL
microfilm 1,029,441, item 1.
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Coincidentally or not, that configuration was a common one for sawmills because logs could be floated
down each stream to the mill site. Often sawmillers built a dam across from one fork to the other, a bit
away from the fork itself, to keep flood-stage waters from ruining the timber.

The land that John Watts and William Watts bought in 1784 and kept for 13 months—the Ambrose Mills
land—was located precisely at the forks of the Wateree.

Again in 1790, after John sold the Mills tract, he was enumerated next door to the minister Edward Pigg,
who had arrived the year before and bought an existing mill site on Mill Creek, at the next fork down the
Wateree from the site John and William had bought but not kept.>® Coincidentally or not, In Tattnall
County, Georgia, in the first decade of the 1800s, multiple documents place John Watts, the retired
justice, next to “Cox’s Old Mill” or show him living on the land of a mill owner.>!

The image above, an American sawmill about 1920, depicts the process that prevailed over several prior
centuries—including the slide and riggings that pulled each log into the mill.>?

10 DECEMBER 1784

CAMDEN DISTRICT, FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Associates.

William Mills of Rutherford County, NC to Macajah Picket of Craven County, SC. Lease and release. By
virtue of a grant made 18? May 1773 to Ambrose Mills, 100 acres situated in Craven on a small branch
of the Wateree Creek bounded NE by John Lee, and on other sides by vacant land. Sale for 20 pounds,
cash. Signed: William Mills. Witnesses: John Mills, Surls Lewis, Ann Mills. Proved 21 December 1784 by
Surls Lewis before John Winn, J.P.[a Fairfield official] Recorded 26 June 1792.%3

COMMENT:

This document involves several non-ordinary circumstances. As a foundation, we should first

identify the land, it location, and some of the connections between the original grantee and the

Wattses—one of whom, our John Watts—appears 8 households from Micajah on the 1790

census. The forks of Wateree Creek, depicted in this plat below,>* appears on Map 4.

e Ambrose Mills also had three other lands surveyed in Fairfield County—two of which place
him adjacent to a Watts or a Watts neighbor:

o December 1761, Ambrose petitioned for 100 acres of headright land on Little River
(present Fairfield), where William and Edward Watts petitioned for land in 1762 and 1765.
Mills’s May 1762 survey was certified in September 1766 but he let the title lapse and in
April 1773, he petitioned the Council at Charleston to recertify his plat and grant him title.
The 1762 plat he submitted with that petition places the land at the site where Little River
forks into 3 branches, with all 3 branches partially within the plat.>® (See the site marked
“Col. Winn's Bridge” on Map 2, p. 11.) This location places Ambrose Mills, in 1761-66 at

50 Fajrfield Co., SC, Deed Book F: 35-36.

51 See E. S. Mills, “Rev. John Watts, Esq. (ca.1749—ca.1822): Research Notes, last updated 30 September 2014.

52 public domain image from “Sawmills,” Wikipedia, accessed 26 October 2014.

%3 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book H (1792-93): 9—11; FHL microfilm 23,993.

>4 South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/online
archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), “Mills, Ambrose, Plat for 100 acres in Craven,” $213184: Colonial plat Books (Copy Series).

53 Brent H. Holcomb, Petitions for Land from the South Carolina Council Journals, vol. 5, 1757-1765 (Columbia, SC: SCMAR,
1998), 74, 96; Brent H. Holcomb, Petitions for Land from the South Carolina Council Journals, vol. 6, 1766—1770 (Columbia:
SCMAR, 1999), 10, 26; Brent H. Holcomb, Petitions for Land from the South Carolina Council Journals, vol. 7, 1771-1774
(Columbia: SCMAR, 1999), 245.

%6 South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/onlinear
chives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), “Mills, Ambrose, Plat for 100 acres on Little River,” S213184: Colonial plat Books (Copy
Series).
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the tip of Watts’ Branch of Jackson Creek, which William Watts settled in 1765.

o November 1762, Ambrose Mills petitioned for 300 acres of headright land on Turkey
Creek in Fairfield. He had the land surveyed but turned it back to the colony.

o In 1766, after returning the 300 acres, he petitioned for 600 acres of headright land on the
Wateree River, just south of Wateree Creek.’” The plat of that land identifies its NE
bounds as Wateree River, its neighbors as Richard on SE, and Francis Layton and Micajah
Pickett®® on SW.>° Pickett was a close neighbor and frequent associate of our John Watts
throughout the 1780s. (See abstract of 5 June 1792 for more on this land.) Layton appears
in several subsequent abstracts of the 1780s as adjacent neighbor to Thomas Watts, Jr.

In 1768, after returning the 100-acre grant at the forks of Little River, Ambrose was allotted
100 acres at the forks of Wateree Creek, about six miles downstream from his plantation—
land that had been surveyed for John Lee. This is the land subsequently sold to Micajah
Pickett who would, 11 days later, convey it to our John Watts and William Watts.

5213184: Colonial Plat Books (Copy Series)

MILLS, AMBROSE, PLAT FOR 100 ACRES IN CRAVEN COUNTY.
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e The 700 acres of headright land allowed to Ambrose reflect a household of 1 man and 13
dependents. How many of those were children and how many were slaves is unknown. He
had married in Southside Virginia, about 1750 but after his removal to the Carolina frontier,
about 1756, his wife and children (son William excepted) were massacred by Indians, after

57 Richard Kirkland lay to the north of Ambrose Mills, closing the gap between Ambrose and Wateree Creek. To Ambrose’s
south, Surls Lewis owned all land down to Taylor’s Creek. See South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and
images (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/online archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), Lewis, Surls, “Plat for 400 acres on
Wateree River,” $213184: Colonial plat Books (Copy Series). The 90° bend of Taylor’s Creek, as it passes through Lewis’s plat
makes the land easy to place.

58 The 1766 Mills plat omits Pickett’s first name. The 1768 plat of William Mitchell of Taylor’s Creek identifies his neighbors as
Francis Layton and Micajah Pickett. See South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http:
//www.archivesindex.sc.gov/online archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), Mitchell, William, “Plat for 150 acres in Craven
County,” S213184: Colonial plat Books (Copy Series).

%% South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/online

archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), Mills, Ambrose, “Plat for 600 acres in Craven County,” $213184: Colonial plat Books (Copy
Series).
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which he remarried and had other children prior to his execution as a Loyalist colonel in
1780.%°

The conveyances of 1784—86, dealing with Ambrose Mills’s Forks-of-the-Wateree grant, have
several irregularities.

e The 1784 document does not say where it was drafted. Ambrose’s son and heir, William
Mills, appears to have journeyed down to Fairfield, given that Macaijah Pickett executed
another purchase that same day in the area of Winnsboro—the seat of Fairfield County. (See
William Tidwell, 10 December 1784.) However, William’s witnesses were John Mills and Ann
Mills—the names of his half-brother and stepmother. If the transaction occurred in North
Carolina, then they were the likely witnesses. If the sale took place in Camden/Fairfield, the
John Mills of this record would seem to be an older (and still active) John who had arrived in
Craven/Camden/Fairfield contemporaneously with William’s father Ambrose in the 1760s.5!
No connection is known between them; the will of Ambrose’s father includes no son John.®?

e The 1784 document appears to have been personally penned by William Mills—a man who
had lived in “Craven County, SC” in his youth. At the time he lived there, it was indeed
Craven County. At the time of the deed, the area had been Camden District for 15 years. As a
contrast, in the second document executed that day by the purchaser Macaijah Pickett,
Pickett identified his residence appropriately as “St. Mark’s Parish, Camden District.”

e Ambrose’s Fairfield lands were “absentee landowner” lands for several years after his death.
The fact that he was a well-known Loyalist, and yet his lands in South Carolina were not
confiscated as the lands of other Loyalists were, seems to attest the strong Loyalist sentiment
in that part of Fairfield.

e Eleven days would pass before the Mills-Pickett witness, Surls Lewis of Fairfield (the neighbor
to Ambrose’s 600-acre plantation), went before his neighborhood J.P. to prove the deed.

e Pickett disposed of the land six days later—making no profit on the sale. Using the lease-and-
release form of conveyance, he executed the /ease in favor of a William Watts, who was put
in possession of the land for half the sale price; then Pickett executed the release to our John
Watts, who paid the remaining half.

e Thirteen months later (January 1786) John Watts sold this land to a neighbor, without
William’s participation, using his neighborhood j.p., Charles Pickett. See abstract under that
date.

10 DECEMBER 1784

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Associates.

William Tidwell of the Parish of St. Marks, planter, to Micajah Pickett, planter, of same. Sale of land
granted 28 November 1771, to Charles Hill, lying on the Wateree in St. Marks Parish, Camden District,

60 Lyman C. Draper, Kings Mountain and Its Heroes: History of the Battle of King’s Mountain, October 7", 1780 (Cincinnati:
Peter G. Thompson, 1881), 481.

61 For Ambrose’s NC-based son to seek out a Fairfield man of the same surname to serve as witness would seem to imply
some family connection. The John Mills of Fairfield speculated on land in disparate parts of Fairfield: Rocky Creek, Bush Creek,
Cedar Creek, and Sandy River; see South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http://www
.archives index.sc.gov/online archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), “Mills, John,” numerous database entries and some plats,
series $213184: Colonial plat Books (Copy Series). | have found no evidence of military service by him on either side.

62 Mrs. P. W. Hiden, “Nicholas Mills of Hanover County,” Tyler’s Quarterly Historical and Genealogical Magazine 14 (1833):
237-42; 15 (1933): 38-64; reprinted as Genealogies of Virginia Families; From Tyler’s Quarterly Historical and Genealogical
Magazine, Gary Parks, ed. 4 vols. (Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1981), 2: 700-1.
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bounded NW by land laid out to William Hill, SW by land laid out to Charles Hill Senr., the other sides
bounding on vacant land. Sold by Charles Hill to William Tidwell. For 50 pounds sterling, Tidwell now
conveys to Micajah Pickett. Witnesses: Smallwood Owen (X his mark), Thomas Stone (T his mark).
Proved 12 December 1782 [sic] by Smallwood Owen before Charles Pickett, J.P.3

COMMENT:

e John King, Charles Pickett’s next-door neighbor in 1790 and a near neighbor of John Watts,
also owned land that adjoined Hornsby.®*

e In 1795, Thomas Stone was cited as adjacent landowner to the grant of Moses Hornsby on
Hornsbys Branch of Wateree Creek.

e Ambrose Mills’s first wife, Mourning Stone (William Mills’s mother) is said by many
undocumented online trees to have been the daughter of Marvel Stone and sister of Thomas
Stone. The above Thomas would seem to be a generation contemporary with Mourning.

e Micajah Pickett (husband of Kinsanna Hinson) was executor of the will of his brother James in
Camden District; James’s will named wife Susan and children John, Ruben, Elizabeth, and
Frankey.®

TO DO:
Consider Picketts, Hinsons, and Kings as possibilities for the unknown wife of John Watts, who
named a son Reuben—a name not found in the family of John’s father or mother (Sarah Mills).

18 DECEMBER 1784

CAMDEN & FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Associates.

“Memorandum of the Goods & Chattels of the Estate of Philip Hinson, Decd.”

2 slaves, farm tools, tobacco, Lot of cotton, lot of leather, geese, beans, 2 meal sifters, etc. [Seems like
the property of a single or widowed male.] Signed: John King, John Watts, Thomas Gowin.%®

COMMENT:
This John Watts is clearly the one who lived among these men in 1790—i.e., our John.

e Philip Hinson’s will identifies his son as Obadiah Hinson and his daughter as Rosanna
Pickett.®” The 1790 census places Micaijah Pickett (husband of Rosanna) and Obadiah Henson
at 8 and 10 households from our John Watts. In 1766, Pickett had been an adjacent neighbor
to Ambrose Mills’s newly surveyed plantation.®®

e “Abediah” Hinson, on 6 February 1786, certified in his name a plat for 100 acres “between
Wateree and Dutchmans Creeks ... Surveyed by William Glascock for Philip Hinson on January

63 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book H (1792-93): 86—87;FHL microfilm 023,993.

64 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book I: 330.

65 “Notes for Micajah Pickett and Kinsanna Hinson,” Janet and Robert Wolfe Genealogy (http://www-personal.umich
.edu/~bobwolfe/gen/mn/m331x332.htm#FN1 : accessed 6 September 2014); citing “South Carolina Department of Archives
and History, S108093, Reel 14, Frame 533.”

66 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782—-1788; Kershaw District 1817-1824, Estate Records Book A-1,” 223; FHL microfilm
1,029,441, item 1.

67 South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/online
archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), Phillip Hinson will, drawn 21 January 1777 in St. David’s Parish (now Kershaw), recorded
20 November 1785; $108093: South Carolina Will Transcripts.

%8 South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/online
archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), “Mills, Ambrose, Plat for 600 acres in Craven County”; series $213184: Colonial Plat Books
(Copy Series).
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22, 1770.”% This document also helps to identify John Watts’s 1790 location.

e John King, who made the inventory with John Watts, is shown as adjacent landowner to
John Watts on the January 1786 survey for the land James Ogilvie sold to Thomas Watts Jr.”

e The names Philip Hinson and Macajah Pickett both are found in Anson County, NC, in 1749
and 1763 respectively, living on the south side of the Great PeeDee.”* Charles Pickett, the j.p.
and neighbor of Macajah, has not been found there in the cursory study I’'ve done thus far.

e |nthe 1790s, Micajah Pickett left his wife Kinsannah in Fairfield and moved to Rutherford Co.,
NC, where he settled adjacent to land owned by William Mills, son of Ambrose.”?

20 DECEMBER 1784

CAMDEN & FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Associates.

Philip Hinson. Estate sale. Purchasers included John Hinson, Obadiah Hinson, Bartlett Hinson, Thomas
Gavin [Gowin?], James Hollis, Isaac Gibson, Abraham Gibson, Charles Graham, Nathan Sanders, Henry
Sanders, Charles Pickett, John Lewis. [Signed] John Hinson, executor.”®

COMMENT:

e The name “Bartlett” was brought down as a given name among the descendants of John
Watts’s son Thomas and John’s daughter Zilphy. Thus far, | have found two instances of its
being used as a given name in Fairfield—Bartlett Hinson, above, and Bartlett Sanders, a son
of Nathan, above.

e Philip Hinson had a tract surveyed for himself on Wateree and Dutchmans Creeks, Craven
County, on 22 January 1770, as referenced in a plat of 6 February 1786 for Abediah
Hinson.”

e The Hinsons were in-laws to the Picketts—Micajah Pickett supposedly married Kinsanna
Hinson on 24 December 1768 in Craven District.”®

29 DECEMBER 1784

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Land purchase.

“This Indenture made the 29 of December in the year of our lord one thousand Seven hundred and Eight
four. Between Macajah Picket of Cam. District of the one part and William Watts of the State afores?
planter, of the other part. Witnesseth That the said Macajah Picket for and in Consideration of the sum

8 South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/online
archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), database entry, “Hinson, Abediah, Plat for 100 acres ... in Craven County,” S213190: Plats
for State Land Grants, 1784-1868.

70 Fairfield Co., SC, Plat Book A:176.

7% Brent H. Holcomb, Anson County, North Carolina: Deed Abstracts, 1749—1766; Abstracts of Wills & Estates, 1749-1795
(1974; reprint, Baltimore: Clearfield, 2010), 1, 103.

72 “Notes for Micajah Pickett and Kinsanna Hinson,” Janet and Robert Wolfe Genealogy (http://www-personal.umich
.edu/~bobwolfe/gen/mn/m331x332.htm#FN1 : accessed 6 September 2014), citing “South Carolina Department of Archives
and History, S108093, Reel 14, Frame 533.”

73 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782—-1788; Kershaw District 1817-1824, Estate Records Book A-1”; FHL microfilm
1,029,441, item 1.

74 “Notes for Micajah Pickett and Kinsanna Hinson,” Janet and Robert Wolfe Genealogy (http://www-personal.umich
.edu/~bobwolfe/gen/mn/m331x332.htm#FN1 : accessed 6 September 2014), citing “South Carolina Department of Archives
and History, S213190, 10-232.”

7> “Notes for Micajah Pickett and Kinsanna Hinson,” Janet and Robert Wolfe Genealogy (http://www-personal.umich
.edu/~bobwolfe/gen/mn/m331x332.htm#FN1 : accessed 6 September 2014), citing “Ethel Nerim Miner, Hanson, Henson,
Hinson, Hynson and Allied Family Names, Vol. Il (1993), 104.”
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of ten pounds Sterling hath granted Bargained Sold aliened & released and Confirmed and by these
presents doth bargain Sell alien and Confirm and release Unto the said William Watts in his Actual
possession now being by virtue of a bargain and Sale to him thereof made for one whole year by an
Indenture of lease bearing date the day next before the day of the date of these presents and by force
of Statute for transferring Uses into possession and to his heirs & assigns forever: All that tract of land
Containing one hundred Acres which said tract or parcel of land Containing one hundred acres Situate
lying and being on the fork of the Wateree Creek Craven County bounded to the north West on land
Surveyed for John Lee and on all other sides by vacant land at that time and hath such shapes form and
mark as appears by a plat thereof to the grant annexed which said Grant was to Ambros Miles under the
hand of Charles Montague Esquire Governor &C at that time and the seal of the state for that purpose
affixed bearing date the Sixteenth day of May anno domini 1778. The said Ambros Miles deceased and
by William Milles his Son and Heir, was the said tract of land Containing one hundred acres Sold and
Conveyed unto the said Micajah Picket partee to these presents as appeared by deed of lease and
release dated the ninth and tenth days of December anno domini 1784, reference being thereunto as
will now fully and at large appear. Together with all and Singular the numbers and appurtenances
whatsoever to the said Tract or parcel of land Containing one hundred acres belongs or in any wise
Appurtaining and the reversion and levea___ [?] remainder and remainders rents Issues and profits
thereof and allso all the Estate right title Interest possession profit Claim and demand whatsoever either
in law or Equity of the said Micajah Picket of in or to the said tract or parcel of land Containing one
hundred acres. To Have and to Hold the said tract of land Containing one hundred acres hereby granted
and released or ment [meant] or Intended to be hereby granted and released or ment or intended to be
hereby granted and released with their and every of their appurtenances unto the said John Watts, his
heirs and every other person or persons Whatsoever Claiming or to Claim by from or Under him them or
any of them shall and Will Warrant and for Ever defend by thes presents. In witness whereof the said
Macajah Picket hath hereunto set his hand and seal the day and year first above written. [Signed]
Macajah Picket {LS}

Sealed and Delivered in the presence of Charles Lewis, Isaac Knighten.

Received the day and year first above written of the within named John Watts the sum of ten pounds
Sterling, it being the Consideration Money within mentioned. | say received pr me. Macajah Picket {LS}

South Carolina, Camden District. Be it Remembered that Charles Lewis appeared before me James Knox,
Esquire and made oath that he was present and did see Macajah Picket sign seal and as his Act and
deed deliver the the [sic] within Instrument of Writting to John Watts for the purposes therein
mentioned and he acknowledged himself fully Satisfyed for the same and that this deponent Saw Isaac
Knighton sign the same as a subscribing Evidence with himself. [Signhed] Charles Lewis {LS}.

Sworn before this 29t" of December 1787. James Knox J.P.
Rec! [for filing and record] April 29 1789.7¢

COMMENT:

This document is typical of its place and time—in both form and wording. It represents a two-
part transaction called a lease and release, by which real estate was sold. On “Day 1” the owner,
for a usually token sum such as a peppercorn or a shilling (but in this case, 10 pounds), would
execute a “lease” of the property to the buyer for a specific period of time. On “Day 2” (usually
the next day), the owner would execute a “release” in which the buyer would pay the full sum of
the property in exchange for being released from the obligation of returning the property at the

76 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book C: 59.
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end of the lease. In the counties cut from Craven County and Camden District, county clerks
typically recorded just the second document, indexing it under the label “release.”

Beyond the legal form and legal language, this document has a puzzling circumstance: In the
portion of the document that conveys full title by lease, the buyer is twice identified as William
Watts and he is said to be the person put in possession of the property. In the last part of the
document, which addresses the release, that release is given to John Watts, who is then said to
have paid an additional 10 pounds sterling.

Unless the original scribe or the county clerk twice miscopied the name of the buyer in the Day 1
lease, then neighbors who were parties to the lease and release saw nothing unusual about
William being put into possession of the land on Day 1, while John paid an equal share on the
following day for the privilege of their keeping the land. In any event, the conflation suggests
kinship.

Also worth noting: Macajah sold the land to the Wattses for exactly the sum he paid for it. He
had kept the land only a matter of days and made no profit on his investments. The Wattses
simply reimbursed him for what he had paid. What, then, was Pickett’s motivation for buying
the land? How did he find a new buyer so quickly? Did he, on a trip to Rutherford where the seller
lived, buy the land specifically for William and John Watts?

Re others involved in the Pickett-to-Watts transaction: Charles Lewis and Isaac Knighton, the
two witnesses, like the Picketts, were frequent associates and 1790 neighbors of John Watts.

Neither John nor William would keep the land. In January 1786 (see below) John sold it to a
neighbor, at which time no mention was made of the legal interest that the 1785 document
vested in William’s name. The purchaser of the property was John’s neighborhood justice of the
peace, Charles Pickett—the brother of Macajah—who would have been making the purchase
with full knowledge of what had transpired and a reasonable understanding of the law.

No document suggests how this land was used by either Ambrose Mills or the Wattses. Clearly,
Ambrose had a special intent for this type of land, considering that he petitioned not once but
twice for tracts located in the forks of a major waterway—relinquishing one to acquire the
second. In the South Carolina backcountry during that time frame, the forks of a creek had two
special values:

e Timber was a major commodity and export for colonial South Carolina. Settlers used the
forks of a major waterway as a mill site—particularly for lumber milling—building a dam
across from one fork to the other, close to the fork itself. Logs could be floated down the
streams to the mill site and chuted directly into the mill.

e Also, many wild animals—horses, cattle, and hogs—roamed the Carolina backcountry.
Settlers trapped and domesticated these. That labor was simplified if one owned forks of a
waterway, because wild animals could be driven into the forks and penned there.

[N.D. CA. 1785]

CAMDEN & FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Associates.

“Memorandom of Appraisement of the Estate of Samuel Radclif, Decsd.” Taken by Moses Knighton,
Isaac Knighton, Charles Lewis.””

77 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782-1788; Kershaw District 1817-1824, Estate Records Book A-1,” 295; FHL microfilm
1,029,441, item 1.
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COMMENT:

Re Charles Lewis:

1789 had 360 acres surveyed on Wateree Creek, adj. himself, Moses Hornsby (son-in-law of
John Watts), John King, and Nathan Sanders (who, in 1786, bought from John Watts the
Ambrose Mills tract at the Forks of Wateree Creek).”®

1790 was 5 households from Moses Knighton, 6 houses from John King, and 17 from John
Watts and Thomas Watts [Jr.].

5 APRIL 1785

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Neighbor.

“Pursuant to a [precept] from John Winn Esqr, C.L. [commissioner of lands] for Camden Distr. date 7
Mar. 1785, | have laid out to Francis Kirkland a Tract of Land containing Two Hundred and Twenty Six
acres Situate on Little River the Waters of Broad River, Bounded as above and hath such Shape and
marks as the above plat represents. Surveyed 5 Apr 1785, James Winn D.S. Record® 8™ Apr 1785.
[Neighbors shown on the plat are Thos. Watts Land at NW, Spence Taylor’s land at SE, John Buchanan’s
Land at South, and John Gray’s land at NW.]”°

COMMENT:

e Kirkland was the man who bought Edward Watts’s grant adjoining Thomas Watts Sr. on
Wateree in Kershaw. He is now in the Little River neighborhood of William and Edward
Watts. The repeated connection across two disparate locales suggests a possible identity for
either Edward’s wife or Francis’s wife.®°

78 South Carolina Department of Archives and History, database and images (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/online
archives/ : accessed 7 October 2014), “Lewis, Charles, Plat for 360 acres on Wateree Creek”; Series $21390, vol. 0024, p. 00199,
item 2; Plats for State Land Grants, 1784—1868.

73 Fairfield Co., SC, Plat Book B:186.

80 For Edward’s wife’s identity, see Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Books K:359 (1779) and T:294-96 (1810). The latter document also
identifies their surviving children.
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e The location of this land suggests the adjacent Thomas Watts was Thomas Jr. See 21 August
1786 for plat of Isaac Gibson, depicting one tract of John Gray on Waters of Wateree Creek in
the area of Hog Fork.

e The plat above needs to be rotated about 170° counterclockwise, for proper N-S orientation.
I’'ve made this calculation from the calls penned on each line.

[N.D.; SUMMER 1785]

CAMDEN & FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Associates.

[Recorded between documents dated 3 August 1785 and 4 June 1785.]

“Memorandom of a Sale of Sundries bought & Sold of the Estate of Samuel Ratcliff, Deceased.”

Buyers included: John King, Charles Pickett, Stephen Ratcliff, Rachel Butler, Peter Tidwell, John Watts
(a lot of pewter for 5.0.0), Moses Knighten, Zilpah Tucker, Amos Windham, Robert Roberts, Absolem
Galloway, Robert Roberts, John Turner, Charles Kimbrell, Frederick Bell, Addison Scharborough, Charles
Kimbrel, Susana Ratcliff.5*

COMMENT:

Note the presence of 3 women. Females rarely appeared at publicly held (and liquor-fueled)
estate auctions of this era unless they were family members. Susana Ratcliff was likely the
widow. Rachel Butler and Zilpah Tucker are likely to be daughters. Tuckers and Ratcliff should
be pursued as a possible source of the name John Watts gave his ca. 1780 daughter, Zilpha.

With regard to the purchaser Moses Knighton:

e This was likely Moses Knighton, Sr. of Dutchman’s Creek and Taylor Creek of the Wateree
River, a former neighbor of the land that Ambrose Mills took out on that creek. In 1790,
Moses Knighton Sr. was a near neighbor of the Widow Ratcliff, whose husband’s estate sale
he attended above.

e John Watts, in 1790, was 12 houses from Moses Knighton Jr., living on Mill Branch of Little
Wateree Creek.

e John’s attendance at the Ratcliff estate sale on Dutchman’s/Taylor’s Creek would be only a 3
to 5-mile horseback ride. It places him in the neighborhood shown on Map 4 (p. 19) for
Thomas Watts Jr.—the prior neighborhood of Ambrose Mills, whose Forks of Wateree Creek
property John and William Watts had just bought.

e Moses Knighton Sr. made a will probated 16 April 1795 naming wife Susannah; sons Peter,
Moses, and James; daughters Margaret & Mary; executors Moses Knighton and N. Peay;
Witnesses: Wm. Lenox and Thomas Hear.??

e In 1795, when John Watts’s daughter and son-in-law (the Hornsbys) sold their land, they
sold it to Peay.® In 1799, when one William Watts sold the Dry Fork of the Wateree Creek
grant that had been made to one Thomas Watts in 1791, he also used Peay.®*

7 DECEMBER 1785
FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC
Land sale.

81 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782-1788; Kershaw District 1817-1824, Estate Records Book A-1,” 295; FHL microfilm
1,029,441, item 1.

82 Elizabeth Wood Thomas and Sydney Starr Furr, Fairfield County, South Carolina, Wills 1773-1797 (Pass Christian, Miss.:
Willo Institute of Genealogy, 1967), 18; citing Will Book 1:55.

83 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book I: 330.

84 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book N:194—-95.
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Thomas and Mary Duke to Robert and John Ellison. Second part of a lease and release. 50 pounds.
Bargain and sell “by virtue of a Bargain and sale to him thereof made by the said Thomas and Mary
Dukes by Indenture bearing date the day next before the day of the date of these presents for the term
of one year Commencing from the Day next before the day of the date of the said Indenture and by
force of the statute made for Transferring Uses into possession of force in this state.”

Land on “Wateree Creek being bounded by a branch called the Dry Branch and running to the upper
Line of the Tract hereafter mentioned to be granted to John Aldridge, thence a Long the said Line to the
Creek, the said Creek being the Line down to the other Line which said one Hundred and fifty Acres of
land originally granted to the said John Aldridge the fifth day of September 1750 as by the said grant and
plat. ... being a part or parcel of the said Three hundred and fifty Acres Tract so granted as aforesaid.”
Signed: Thomas Duke; Mary Duke (X her mark). Witnesses: Charles Picket, William Lewis, Jeremiah
Pearson. Recorded 28 Oct '88.5°

COMMENTS

e Forthe location of Duke’s Ford, Aldridge’s Shoals, Pickett’s Mill & Store, and William Lewis—
and the estimated location of Dry Branch based on these landmarks—see Map 4 (p. 19) for
the NE corner of Fairfield.

e This was not the land granted in 1749 to Benjamin Duke. His land lay just across the
Wateree River—i.e., later Kershaw.

e Was Mary née Ellison? Her participation in this “sale,” which most wives did not do,
suggests the land came to Thomas through her. However, the index to Kershaw deeds labels
this document “Alimony,” which suggests that the couple is separating. In cases of
separation, the husband sometimes set aside property for the support of the estranged
wife, but deeded it to her male kin to act as her trustee.

e In addition to “Dry Creek of the Wateree River” (site of the 1763 Watts grants in Kershaw)
and “Dry Branch of Wateree Creek” (Thomas and Mary Duke’s site in Fairfield), there was
also a “Dry Fork of Wateree Creek” that will come into play in several documents below.
None of the three “Dry " sites of the Wateree are named on contemporary or modern
maps | have located. Using the land plats and deeds of the region, | have flagged “Dry Fork”
on Map 4. The approximate location of “Dry Branch” also seems to lie on the north side of
Wateree Creek but to the west of Ambrose Mills’s 1766 survey, also shown on Map 4.

24-25 JANUARY 1786

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Neighbor.

William Duggins of Fairfield County, Planter, sells by lease and release, for 100 pounds to William Wright
of the same place, Planter, 200 acres on the Little River, bounded by James Gray, William Barnet,
Thomas Watts, and Francis Kirkland, originally granted to said William Duggins. (Signed) William
Duggins (X). Witness: Robert Stark, D. Evans. Proved 26 January 1786 in open court by William Duggins.
Recorded 10 March 1786.”%¢

COMMENT:
e This 1786 Thomas on Little River, in western Fairfield, could be Thomas-of-Edward, but the
land seems to be southeast of Edward’s neighborhood.

85 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book B “Bonds and Notes of Hand,” 152-55.
86 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book A: 188-92. Also abstract by Tony Draine, Fairfield County, S.C., Deed Book A, 1785-1788
(Columbia, SC: Draban Publications, 1991), 7, confirmed by consulting the original.
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e 8 November 1774, Francis Kirkland filed a memorial declaring his ownership of a tract
whose physical description identifies it as the land granted in 1763 to Edward Watts. (See
abstract in “Watts: Literature Survey of Published South Carolina Resources ...."”)

e In 1790, Kirkland was 9 houses from Luke Rawls and only 4 from Rev. Ralph Jones—the
minister who cosigned the 1783 character affidavit with our John Watts.

e land documents for the Rawls place some of them in mid-to-lower Fairfield between
William Watts’s location on Jackson Creek of Little River and the 25-Mile Creek homes of
George Watts, the Perrys, and Robert Duke. (Other members of this Rawls family were
below that point, just south of the Fairfield line on Crane Creek in Richland County; see
“Watts: Literature Survey of Published South Carolina Resources ...,” for their grant records.)

e Francis Kirkland made his will 12 Oct. 1790 (proved 18 Jan. 1793), naming wife Mary; sons
William, John, Francis & Ambrose; daughters Sarah, Elizabeth, Mary, Abigail, and
“Conestine” [Constantine]; executors Richard and John Winn; witnesses: T. Whitehouse and
C. Brady.”

e Numerous undocumented trees online allege that Mary was née Mary Watts. The evidence
seen for the Kirklands up to the point could support that hypothesis, but much more
evidence is needed before a proof argument could be mounted.

e Of the available candidates for her parents, Thomas Sr. of Kershaw would be the likeliest. It
was he whom Kirkland settled beside in 1763. The facts that the eldest Kirkland daughter is
Sarah and that sons include Ambrose and William might reinforce my current hypothesis
that Thomas Sr. of Kershaw is the Thomas who married Sarah Mills, sister of Ambrose, and
daughter of William and Mary Mills.

25 JANUARY 1786

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Neighbor.

“Pursuant to a Warrant from John Winn Esqgr C.L. for Camden District, | have admeasured and laid out
unto Jno. Milling a Tract of Land containing one Thousand five Hundred and Sixty Six acres Lying on
Twenty five Mile Creek and Flat Branch, the West Side of the Wateree River and hath such Shape Marks
Buttings and Boundreys as the above plat represents. Certified for this 25" day of January 1786. Alexr
Johnston DS. Recorded 15 July 1786, delivd to J. Milling.”88

COMMENT:
See plat, next page.

87 Fairfield Co., SC, Will Book 2 (1792—1800), 16—18.
88 Fajrfield Co., SC, Plat Book C: 14.
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COMMENT:
Note the inter-connectedness of the families that surround the bottom half of the plat. From
center left, we find

o Lemuel Perry and Lewis Perry. Lewis Perry and Samuel Perry were sons of the late Jacob
Perry (wife Judith) who wrote his will in 1780, naming daughter Ruth Watts and Mary
Wilson. Perry’s estate was inventoried on 9 August 1784, by John Wilson, below.%

e When John Dougherty (whose 1786 widow was Judith®®), bought land in 1782 from Thomas
Duke (see neighbor above Lemuel Perry), the deed was was witnessed by George Watts.>*
Again in 1797, when Daughterty’s son and heir, Samuel Daughterty (see landowner at top of
plat above) sold his father’s land, the witnesses were George Watts and Aaron Duke.

e Joseph Bradley, the next neighbor, also appears on Jesse Perry’s plat. (On the larger Milling
plat, above, Jesse Perry’s small tract would be to the right of Bradley. He goes unmentioned,
apparently because his sliver of land was so small and space at that corner of the plat is tight.

89 John Wilson and Thomas Duke, on 9 August 1784, inventoried the estate of Jacob Perry,
90 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782—1788; Kershaw District 1817—1824, Estate Records Book C,”122-23; FHL microfilm
1,029,442.
91 Kershaw Co., SC, Deeds A (1789-1800): 39; FHL microfilm 024,044, item 1.
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e John Wilson, whose land lies between Bradley and “Waites’s,” was an in-law.%> He and
George Watts appear together in many documents that are abstracted or transcribed in both
this report and its predecessor of 17 October 2014.

e This property now straddles the Fairfield-Kershaw line. On the snippet of Mills’s Atlas shown
in Map 3 (p. 15), note the position of “Perry’s Meeting House,” Perry’s branch of Rice Creek
of 25 Mile Creek, and Jn. Wilson just above. The land of George Watts, patented to Bryan
McClendon, lay at the forks of 25 Mile Creek where Ralph Jones had his meeting house. (See
above under date of 5 February 1779.)

28-29 JANUARY 1786

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC

Land sale.

John Watts of Fairfield County, Planter, to Nathan Sanders of same, planter. Lease & release, for 10
pounds sterling, 100 acres in the fork of Wateree Creek, bounded N.E. on land surveyed for John Lee, all
other sides by vacant land. Originally granted to deceased Ambros Mills 16 May 1773 and sold by
William Mills, son and heir of Ambros Mills to Micajah Pickett 9 & 10 December 1784. [Watts does not
say, here, how he got the land from Pickett.] [Signed] John Watts. Witnesses: Henry Sanders, William
Tidwell (X). Proved 13 November 1787 by Sanders and Tidwell [no j.p. named]. Recorded 16 January
1788.%

COMMENTS:
Re: John Watts

e The only John Watts that can be placed in Fairfield at this time was our John, father-in-law
of Moses Hornsby.

e This document, which calls John a “planter,” is the only known document across the entire
course of his long life that states an occupation. If this tract he is selling—one he held for
only 13 months—was his only land, then it seems unlikely that his neighborhood j.p. would
make a point of calling him a planter.

Re: Ambrose & William Mills:

e See the previous overview of Ambrose’s landholdings in Fairfield and their proximity to
William Watts, Thomas Watts Jr., and associates of John Watts.

Re Nathan Sanders:

e Two Nathan Sanderses appear on the 1790 census. One Nathan was 10 houses from Moses
Hornsby, son-in-law of John Watts. The other was in the Dutchman’s/Taylor’s Creek area
with the father of John Watts’s neighbor, Moses Knighton.

e The elder Nathan made his will 2 December 1793 (proved 14 January 1794) naming wife
Mary; sons Bartlette; daus. (mentioned having three but did not name them); executors:
son and John Allison; witnesses: Thomas Watson and G. Coone.)®*

92 Kershaw Co., SC, “Camden District 1782-1788; Kershaw District 1817-1824, Estate Records Book A-1,” 150; FHL microfilm
1,029,441, item 1. The filmed index begins with this statement: “Index to Wills: This Index was made by Mrs. Minnie Reese for
W. L. McDowell & presented to Kershaw County, W. L. McDowell, May 3, 1934.” Some of these wills go back as early as 1771.
Most of the inventories are in the early 1780s. All have been neatly recopied, apparently at the time Kershaw was created.

93 Fairfield Co., SC, Deed Book A: 508-10.

94 Elizabeth Wood Thomas and Sydney Starr Furr, Fairfield County, South Carolina, Wills, 1773—-1797 (Pass Christian, Miss.:
Willo Institute of Genealogy, 1967), 23; citing Will Book 1: 94.
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e The name “Bartlett” was carried down in two separate lines of descent from John Watts.
(1) John’s son Thomas named a son Bartlett S[mith?] Watts.>> (2) Zilphy Watts Cooksey had
a grandson Bartlett Watts Cooksey.

Re Henry Sanders:

e On 13 August 1787, Aaron Roberts of Camden District sold to Mary Henson of same, 150
acres on Taylors Creek, branch of Wateree, granted 5 June 1786. Witnesses were Henry
Sanders and Isaac Gibson.%

Re John Lee:

On 16 November 1786, John Lee of Little River made his will, with the following bequests:

e Wife Mary, plantation on which testator then dwelled.

e Son Stephen, 100 acres adjoining the 200 on which testator then dwelled; also “joining
Turners and Stedmans Lines”’; also 75 acres “joining the above said [200] acres on the
other sides joining Jacob Bowers and a tract formerly run by Jacob Coftells [Cassells],
...with the mill thereon at his [John’s] mother’s decease or the end of her widowhood.”

e Daughter Elizabeth, “that body of Land Laying on the north Side of the Mill Creek
Extending as high as the waggon Road and as Low down the said Mill Creek as said plot
discovers”; land on Rocky Creek to her husband “William Marchel.”

o Daughter Sarah {Gordon?}, “my old place Laying on the great waggon road Containing
two hundred Acres allso fifty acres run by one pinson warrent joining said two hundred
acres at the upper end of the same|[,] that is up the waggon Road.”

e Daughter Agnis, 350 acres “run by one James Jurden the same of which She and her
husband now dwells.”

e Son John, “100 acres runn by John Guinn also [200] acres run Clear round said one
hundred acres by John Calvin.”

e Daughter Rachel {Cameron?}, 200 acres joining my Daughter Sarrahs tract on the one side
northward.”

e Son Francis “that tract run by Jacob Caftels [Cassels] also [50] acres adjoining Said Land
the other Side joining Mr. Morrise Line ... also [100] acres of Land run by Capt. Jno. Turner
Laying in the forks of the Roads.”

e Daughter Rosana, 100 acres “run by Curtis Caldwell and another hundred run by myself
adjoining the other hundred Laying on the Mill Creek.”

e Daughter Rebeccah, part of a tract “run by Jacob Bowers Lying where Mr. Willy Lived”

e Exectors: son John Lee and son-in-law Alexander Gordon.”*’

% McGrew, Watts Is My Name, 32.

% Tony Draine, Fairfield County, S.C. Deed Book A, 1785-1788 (Columbia, SC: Draban Publications, 1991), 23.

97 Works Progress Administration, typescript of will of John Lee, Fairfield County, 1786; South Carolina Department of
Archives and History (http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/onlinearchives/Thumbnails.aspx?recordld=304725 : 6 September 2014),
citing S108093, South Carolina Will Transcripts (Microcopy No 9).”

An image of this will, with the word “Gordon” penciled beside the name Sarah and “Cameron” penciled beside the name
Rachel, has been posted by Holland Will