











strengthened by a number of other documents found in regional resources, most
notably:
Deed Book MM, p. 136, Lynchburg
26 May 1886. James H. Anderson acts as trustee of estate of Wm. T.
Anderson, whose family and future heirs at law are the same Hunts named
in the 1850 census entry for William T. Anderson of Lynchburg. [Amherst
and Lynchburg records further reveal that this Willliam T. Anderson
married Ann C., widow Hunt, and that she was the mother of the Hunt
children enumerated in William T.'s household in 1850.18]
Lynchburg News, 31 March 1897
“Died Mon. night at the home of Mr. Henry C. Hunt, [stepson of William T.
Anderson], Mr. Jas. H. Anderson, in the 76th yr of his age. Interment, Spring
Hill Cern. Wed. morning, at 11 o’clock.”
Will Book B - 2, p. 190 Amherst County
Will of James H. Anderson, drafted 25 March 1897 in his room “‘at the home
of Henry C. Hunt.” Heirs were: William A. Ballowe, Mrs. Mary E. Roberts,
John C. Anderson, and Mrs. Alice Patteson.

Final proof that William T. Anderson was indeed a brother of James {and, thereby, a
brother of B. D.) was ultimately found in the legal dispute which resulted after the
death of James, between his adminstrators and the heirs of Cornelia T. Hunt
Holcombe. Mrs. Holcombe, a step-daughter of William T., predeceased James, leavinga
will dated 13 June 1889 in which a small bequest was made to James. Mrs. Holcombe
died the following year; her executors and Anderson disregarded the will and agreed
that Anderson would receive title to “the cement property,” $750 in cash, and 51 acres
in return for relinquishing his claim to the remainder of her estate, which was then to
be inherited by children of her brother Henry C. Hunt. The case of J. H. Anderson’s
Administrators v. Cassie Lee Smith & ¢ erupted when the Hunt heirs accused the
deceased James of suppressing the original will and fraudulently insinuating himself
into a larger share of the estate. In response, Anderson's administrator asserted that
much of the property held by Mrs. Holcombe came from her step-father, William T.
Anderson, and that it actually belonged toJames “as the heir of his brother W, T. ... 7"

2-3. THOMAS 0. and HARRIET ANDERSON. The legatees named by B. D.'s proven
brother James, in his will of 1897 (particularly Alice Patteson, John C. Anderson and
Mary E. Roberts), also lead to the identification of two other siblings of James and B. D.
It will be recalled that the 1850 census entry for Thomas O. Anderson of Botetourt
identified his wifeas Maria A. and enumerated the couple with two daughters: Martha,
aged 5, and Mary E., aged 2. In 1860 this same couple is found in Lynchburg:

Campbell County, Lynchburg

p. 333 or 11, family 127-127

ANDERSON, Thos. 0., 40, male, white, merchant, $500/$7,640, b, Va.; Maria A., 40,
female, white, b. Va.; Martha, 15, female, white, b. Va.; Mary E,, 10, female, white, b.
Va.; Nannie, 8, female, white, b. Va.; Sallie, 6, female, white, b. Va.; Allice, 3, female,
white, b. Va.

In the course of the Civil War, Thomas O. Anderson died and was buried in
Lynchburg's Spring Hill Cemetery on 25 Aug. 1863. Charges were paid by Wm. T,
Anderson, 2? who was assuredly the individual now identified as a brother of James I1.
and B. D. The fate of Thomas's wife, Maria A., is not known. In 1870 and 1880 we find
several of the Thomas O. Anderson orphans residing in Buckingham County, in the
home of Harriet Anderson — the same spinster who resided in 1850 with William and
Mary ‘“Polly” of Buckingham:

Buckingham County, Slate River Township

pp. 380-380R or 11-12, family 82-82










and early 1830s. In 1834 his 4% acre tanyard was “conveyed to T. M. Bondurant by
Miller"” according to a notation on the roll of that year; but Miller is not identified nor is
the capacity in which he acted. However, the rolls of this period also reflect numerous
sheriff’'s sales of property to clear debts, and it is possible that the Anderson
conveyance fell into this category.

Between 1834 and 1850 there is no further appearance of William’s name on the land
assessment rolls of Buckingham; however, the extant tract books indicate that in 1832
a parcel of 170 acres “on some of the small branches of Rock Island Creek” was
surveyed in the name of “John Couch and William Anderson.”# (This tract appears to
be part of a larger one surveyed in 1805 for the executors of the estate of William's
father and Couch’s father-in-law.)

The concurrent tithable rolls indicate that William paid tax for only one white poll
from 1806 through 1827. In 1828, however, he is charged with three tithables
suggesting that two sons came of age {16) in that year. Census data on his now-
identified offspring indicates that these two were B. D. and William T. In 1833 the
tithable status of William’s household changed again. Son William, now aged 21, is
charged separately with his own poll, and son B. D. apparently migrated that year to
Mississippi. From 1833 to 1836, William remains the only male 16 or overin his house-
hold. From 1837 to 1841 he is charged with another male, obviously Thomas O. who
was removed from William’s household on reaching 21, in 1842, and thereafter was
charged for his own poll. The tithable rolls do not account for son James H. Since this is
the son who resided in the B. D. Anderson household in Mississippi in 1850, it is
possible that he may have left home at an early age and followed his older brother
westward.

More insight into the economic life of this family is offered by the federal censuses
and the personal tax rolls. In 1818 William was the owner of five horses and eight
slaves over the age of 12. By 1820 he was taxed for only one horse and the census
enumerated only seven slaves of all ages. By 1829 the tax rolls levied against him for
only three slaves and one horse; and the 1830 census enumerated noslave property for
him at all.

The decade and a half that followed was a period of great financial instability world-
wide. The nation’s economy skyrocketed artificially in the early 1830s, then collapsed
in the spring of 1837. From that summer until almost another decade had passed, the
American public suffered a financial depression as serious as the better-known
depression of the 1920s and 1930s. William’s fortunes followed that of the general
populace. The 1840 census credits him with 20 slaves. Six members of his 29-member
household engaged in agriculture, while 20 members were engaged in navigation. By
1850, however, he had slid to the status of an aged farmer, with only $910 in taxable
property. The agricultural schedule of that vear’s census {(p. 468) further reveals that
Anderson owned 182 acres — only 20 of which was in cultivation. In addition to this
farm, valued at $910, he owned implements worth $75 and livestock valued at $548. His
major crop was tobacco, which was to be expected from the small number of improved
acres on his farm; wheat, oats, flax, Indian corn, and Irish potatoes were also produced
in small quantities. Although the 1850s proved to be a boom decade for Southern
slaveowners, William's productive years were over.

The 1850 land assessment roll of Buckingham carries one final reference which is
presumed to refer to this William Anderson. He appears to be the same William shown
as a trustee of Pine Grove Meeting House, which was located 15 miles northeast of the
courthouse on “0Old Woman's Branch.” Efforts to locate records of this meeting house
thus far have been unsuccessful. The family’s religious affiliation remains
uncertain.® '

No public record has been found which identifies the birth family of Polly C.




Anderson, although the preponderance of evidence has suggesfed that her maiden name
was Couch rather than Curtis, and that she was in all probability the daughter of an
early Buckingham settler, Captain James Couch. From tax rolls, land surveys and
federal censuses, it is evident that Captain Couch was a neighbor of the Anderson
family and that several of his children married siblings of William Anderson. Certain
specific property fax entries between 1814 and 1818 indicate that William conveyed
two acres of his estate, identified as the “Anderson Mill Tract” to his young wife Polly
(although no explanation was given, such conveyances from hushand to wife were
common when a wife's dower, dowry or inheritance needed defining or protecting); she
subsequently transferred the property to James Couch, who recoveyed it to his son
John Couch at or about the time that he suffered a stroke. The administration of his
property was taken over by John, who was taxed on the " Anderson Mill Tract™ in 1818:
and considerable litigation ensued between the heirs of James, who remained for the
most part unnamed in the court records.?8 Moreover, William Anderson’s name
appears frequently in the settlement of the estate of Daniel Couch of Bedford County,
whose daughter Elizabeth subsequently married Aaron Root and migrated to Pontotoc,
Miss., shortly before the appearance there of B. D. Anderson.?’

STEP SIX: LOCATION OF - AND CONTACT WITH — COLLATERAL
DESCENDANTS IN VIRGINIA

Tentative identification of the siblings of B. D. indicated that most lived out their
lives in their birth state; and census and probate data indicated that several left
descendants. A search for their progeny was initiated, and proved exceedingly fruitful.
Two great-granddaughters of Sarah Ann Anderson Ballowe were located in the city of
Lynchburg: Hazel Hicks (Mrs. O. D.) Campbell and her sister Aileen Hicks (Mrs. Lloyd)
Miller. While neither lady is an active genealogist, they have preserved a valuable trove
of family materials, including the Bible of “William Anderson and Polly Ann Couch, his
wife, 28

The family unit of William and Polly, reconstructed from this family Bible and from
prior research in public records, may be summarized as:29

WILLIAM ANDERSON, born 28 Nov. 1788; married Mary “Polly”’ Ann Couch, “at
the house of Mr. James Couch's on Sunday the 22nd Feby, 1807.” Polly's birth
occurred, presumably in Buckingham County, on 28 Aug. 1788, As tax rolls suggested,
William died in 1852, 27 July, and his wife’s demise followed on 8 Jan. 1860. They were
the parents of eleven children:

1. SARAH ANN ANDERSON, born 15 Dec. 1807; married ca. 1836 to Thomas Leonard
Ballowe, with whom she has been found on the 1850 census of Cumberland County, the
1860 census of Buckingham, and the 1880 census of Amherst. She died 6 April 1892 and
was buried two days later in Spring Hill Cemetery, Lynchburg.®

2. BENJAMIN DABNEY ANDERSON, born 13 Aug. 1809; migrated to Mississippi ca
1833, where heresided until the 1865-1868 period. Married 11 March 1839 in Limestone
Co., Ala., where Anderson relatives resided, to Sarah Lindley (born ca. 1820, Ohio,
daughter of the Preshyterian minister Jacob Lindley, who founded Ohio University,
and his wife Hannah Dickey). Mrs. Anderson died at Pontotoc eq. 1855 and is buried in
the city cemetery, as is her mother. B. D. Anderson died at his home in Whitehaven, a
suburb of Memphis, Tenn., on 17 Aug 1877, and was buried at Elmwood Cemetery,
Memphis, by Holst Brothers Funeral Directors.®

3. WILLIAM THORNTON ANDERSON, born 30 Sept. 1812: married ca. 1848 to
Ann Cornelia, widow of John T. Hunt. A Lynchburg merchant, he retired to his farm in
Ambherst prior to his death 15 Jan. 1891. He outlived his wife by only 9 days.

4. MARY JANE ANDERSON, born 2 Oct. 1813. Died before reaching adulthood.
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Davidsburg Church Baptisms, 1785-1845, New Market, Virginia
transcription and translation by John Stewart and Klaus Wust [Shenandoah
Genealogical Source Book No. 6] (1983, 44 pp., illus., indexed, 6 x 8, paperbound), $7.55
from Shenandoah History, P.O. Box 98, Edinburg, VA 22824,

The roots of Lutheranism in New Market are old and deep. The first church
comprised both Lutheran and German Reformed. A business ledger was transformed
into a baptismal register, and it is from this humble, timeworn hook that Professor
John Stewart extracted the information pertaining to the congregation’s children. This
is a gem of a book for those who have their origing here,

It may be of further interest that Klaus Wust edits The Report: A Journal of
German-American History, No. 38 is a 109 page issue of unique genealogical
sources. It contains the first checklists ever published of all extant German church
records in Maryland, West Virginia and Virginia of congregations which originated
with colonial immigration. The lists givedetails on these churches and state where the
originals, xerox copies, microfilms, and published versions of these records are
available. Another article is a computer list of all German-speaking settlers of early
Georgia, 1733-41. The issue also contains part one of the 1854 passenger arrival lists in
Baltimore, in most cases with the place of origin in Germany. A useful tool for many
researchers in Maryland, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and further west. Part two will be
published in 1984, The Reportis $13 from Shenandoah History, P.O. Box 98, Edinburg,
VA 22824,

Declaration of Intent and Naturalization Books, 1855-1945, Knox
County, Indiana by Helpingstine, Bey and Beeson (1981, 67, 20 & 5 pp. 8% x 11,
paperbound). $3 from the Northwest Territory Genealogical Society, Lewis Historical
Library, Vincennes University, Vincennes, IN 47591,

A valuable tool for locating immigrant ancestors. The title fails to note an index to
various court order books which should refer the searcher to the period prior to 1855,

Genealogical Periodical Annual Index — Key to the Genealogical
Literature, Volume 18 (1979) by Catherine M. Mayhew and Laird C. Towle (1982, 179
pD., 6 x 9, hardbound). $15 from Heritage Books, Inc., Suite 301, 3602 Maureen, Bowie,
MD 20715,

GENEALOGY and The Hoosier Genealogist are among nearly 150 periodicals
included in this index. This is a comprehensive surname, locality, topical, and book
review index. The compilers scan the contents of each article not relying on the title
which can sometimes be almost wholly unrelated. The current edition hasabout 7,700
index citations. Queries, society news or items of passing interest are not indexed.
Without such an index as this, how would one learn of “Miscellaneous Early
Settlements of Jennings County, Indiana,” appearing in volume 8, no. 3 of the Boulder
Genealogical Society Quarterly?

PEOPLE OF PULASKI COUNTY, INDIANA

Family Stories, written by family members about people and their lives in our
County; plus Business Histories; and a Memorial Section honoring individuals, and
also military personnel who died while serving our country in WWI through the
Vietnam conflict.

Over 300 pages, 8% x 11, illustrated, hardbound, with an index of 6,000 names, in
addition to the family surnames.

Published by the Pulaski County Genealogical Seciety, Box 43, Rt. 5, Winamac, IN
46996. Prepublication until September 15 for $25 plus $3 if mailed.













